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2 6 th

annual

H o l i d a y H o m e To u r

Decorate your home’s exterior and possibly win a prize

What: 26th Annual Victorian Holiday Home Tour.
When: Saturday, December 6th from 4 – 9 PM;
Sunday, December 7th from 12:30 – 5 PM.
Where: Homes in Old North Knoxville.
Who: You and your family or neighbors, friends or
relatives.
Why: Volunteers are needed to help with the tour
or even to have your home on the tour.

Old North Knoxville?

Already have one, you say. Or at least believe you do. Then
it’s probably time for you to renew that membership. Dues
are due every January for that year. Annual dues are $10 a
year for one person, $15 for a household, and $25 for businesses.

Contact: Lauren Rider at laurenellent@yahoo.com or
865-524-4267.

L

ooking for that perfect stocking stuffer?

That
last-minute gift for the person who has everything, or
at least believes she does? How about a membership in

If you would like to become a member of Old North Knoxville, fill out the form on the back page of this newsletter and
send to: P.O. Box 3896, Knoxville, TN 37927.
Membership questions? Contact ONK President Andie
Ray at andie.ray@mindspring.com.
Your membership helps to pay for things like this newsletter, the Greenway cleanups, the ice cream social, and
many other things.
Another holiday present idea? How about tickets to
the Old North Knoxville Annual Victorian Holiday
Home Tour?
Want another way to be a winner? Enter the annual
home decorating contest. Any resident of the neighborhood, renter or homeowner, can decorate the
exterior of his or her house. There are two categories: traditional (non-lighted) and lighted. Judges are
from outside the neighborhood. They will be driven
around the neighborhood on Friday, December 5th,
starting at about 4 PM.
Winners in each category receive a gift
certificate and will have a sign placed in his or her
yard announcing that he or she is a “Winner.”
So, express your holiday spirit and possibly win recognition and a prize.

Inside

The house pictured above was a 2012 lighted decor winner. this year, this home
on Kenyon is on the Holiday Home Tour. Tickets for the tour can be purchased at
www.oldnorthknowville.com or at area Kroger stores. Advance tickets are $10
each. Tickets the days of the tour are $15 each.

A preview of some of the homes on this year’s tour
is on pages 4 and 5. Ornament information is on
page 6.

ONK Annual Ice Cream
Social draws a big
crowd

Preview some of the homes on
this year’s ONK Annual Victorian
Holiday Home Tour

Holiday gifts and help
with cleanups
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The News

of

Old North Knoxville president

Andie Ray

Make a resolution to come and join us in 2015

F

Neighbors, I sure hope
everybody has our enjoyed our Fall.
riends and

Our Ice Cream Social at the Old North
Knoxville Park & Playground on Oklahoma Avenue this past
September was the
most attended yet!
There were a ton of
kids playing and enjoying ice cream!
Thanks to the efforts
of Beth and David
Booker, Old North
Knoxville had our
Andie Ray,
Fall Clean Up of 1st
ONK president
Creek, Saturday, September 13th We had a
great turnout and filled up a dumpster!
The 26th Annual Victorian Holiday Home
Tour is taking place Saturday, December 6th
from 4:00-9:00 PM and Sunday, December 7th,
from 12:30-5:00 PM. We need volunteers to
man the homes on the Tour. Please contact me
at andie.ray@mindspring.com to find
out how you can get involved!

keep up!
Our monthly Board Meetings and Potluck
suppers, are held at 6:30 PM on the 2nd Monday of every month (except December) at St.
James Episcopal at 1101 Broadway. Park and
enter from the back. All are welcome and
childcare is provided. We really want to see
you there!
Our Historic Preservation Committee, chaired
by James Pierce, is still at work on revising
our H1 Overlay guidlelines. If you wish to
know more or review the guidelines, please
contact James at jpierce111@bellsouth.net.
Election of member to the Old North Knoxville, Inc board will be during the February
2015 monthly meeting. Adult residents of
ONK are eligible to vote or nominate somebody. The board will then elect its officers.
Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and
Happy New Year. Please contact me at andie.
ray@mindspring.com to find out how you
can get involved!

This is a wonderfully fun event that helps
promote our neighborhood, attracts new
neighbors and serves as a fund-raiser so
that Old North Knoxville can give back
to our community.
For those who don’t already know, we
have a Facebook page for our neighborhood. It’s a great place to post information about Lost/Found pets, homes for
sale or rent, yard sales, suspicious activities etc… Plus we are arranging some
family-friendly fun activities such as picnics, bowling and board game nights.
Map showing location of Old North Knoxville meeting
Find us and friend us at Old North Knox- place. There is no December meeting. the January 2015
ville Historic District on FB so you can
meeting will be on Monday, January 12th at 6:30 PM
Editor: David E. Booker
Circulation Database: Jesse Ursery
Contributors: Lauren Rider, Beth Booker, Andie Ray,
David E. Booker.
Photos courtesy of Preston Anderson, Brad Guilford,
Lauren Rider, Beth Booker, and David E. Booker

Old North News covers the news and events in and
around Old North Knoxville and welcomes suggestions
and contributions. Contact David E. Booker at penup@
bellsouth.net. Clip art courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com.

Upcoming Events in
Old North Knoxville
Saturday, November 22nd,
9 am - noon. Pre-tour
neighborhood cleanup. Meet at
124 E. Scott Ave..
#
Please note, there is no
December 2014 ONK monthly
meeting due to the Annual
Holiday Home Tour.
#
Save the date!
Saturday, Dec. 6th 4 - 9 pm &
Sunday, Dec. 7th, 12:30 - 5 pm
26th Annual Holiday Home Tour.
Advance tickets on sale at area
Kroger stores.
#
Monday, Jan. 12th, 6:30 pm
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board
of Directors meeting, St. James
Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway
(enter rear of fellowship hall off
Folsom.)
#
Monday, February 9th, 6:30 pm
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board
of Directors meeting, St. James
Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway
(enter rear of fellowship hall off
Folsom).
#
Monday, March 9th, 6:30 pm
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board
of Directors meeting, St. James
Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway
(enter rear of fellowship hall off
Folsom).
#

Good to Know

Emergency number: 911
Non-emergency: 215-4010
City Services information: 311
Codes Enforcement: 215-2130
Report illegal uses of property,
dangerous or unsanity conditions.
Neighborhood watch:
Pete Creel, rscreel@msn.com.
Recycling pickup: Every other
Friday morning. For example,
Dec. pick ups: 12th and 26 / 27th
Jan. ‘15 pick ups: 9th and 23rd
Feb. ‘15 pick ups: 6th and 20th
Trash pickup: Friday mornings.
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Large turnout enjoys Old North’s Annual Ice Cream Social

T

he weather was warm and the ice cream was
cold.

That’s just how it should be. Residents and
guests of Old North Knoxville met at ONK Park
on September 18th to celebrate the annual ice cream social event. More than fifty guests feasted on Mayfield ice
cream including vanilla, chocolate, and blueberry pie flavors. Neighbors brought a variety of toppings and mix-ins
to customize their frozen creations.
In addition to ice cream, neighbors visited with representatives of the Knoxville Police Department, toured the interior of a Knoxville Fire Department truck, and had the opportunity to have minor bicycle repairs done by Kickstand.
Several
area politicians were
on hand to
shake hands
and talk
Children swinging and playing of the playground equipment during the Anabout their
nual Old North Knoxville Ice Cream Social on Spetember 18th. Photo courplatforms.
tesy of Preston Anderson.
Children
were enterand tableware. Thanks to all who volunteered to make this antained by the opnual event another reason why ONK is the best neighborhood
portunity to play
in Knoxville.
with friends
on the neighThere are plans for an ice cream social in 2015 and the
borhood playhelp of volunteers is always needed. to help the social or the
ground.
sprucing up of the park beforehand, contact Andie Ray at
andie.ray@mindspring.com or Beth Booker at kalrecop@
Thanks to Old
bellsouth.net.
North Knoxville, Inc., for
Thank you to Beth and Lauren Booker, Lauren Rider, and othproviding
the
ice
ers in ONK for helping with the park spruce up that took place
Beth and Lauren Booker doing some cleaning and
cream,
drinks,
on Sunday and Monday, September, 14th and 15th.
planting at the park prior to the Ice Cream Social.

Got an itch to be an editor? Here is your opportunity

T

I have “retired” from
being ONK newsletter editor. You would have thought
after the first 4-year run I would have learned.
his is the second time

This time around and with this issue, my tour as editor has
been for slightly longer than three years. It is not an easy job,
at least not for me, and for nine of the sixteen years the newsletter has been around, I have had a hand, often two, in writing, editing, photograph, and layout. Sometimes even printing
and mailing.
I hope it has been of some use to the residents of Old North
Knoxville and that I have left the newsletter a little better than
when I found it. I also hope whomever takes over will better it
even more.
If you are interested in being newsletter editor or finding out
more about the position, please contact ONK president Andie
Ray at andie.ray@mindspring.com or attend the next neighborhood meeting. I will help with the transition, if needed.
—David E. Booker

This beautiful artwork resides under the Sixth Avenue overpass. It
is one of four pieces there honoring the historic neighborhoods Old
North, Fourth and Gill, Parkridge, as well as Knoxville itself. A good
newsletter can help honor a neighobrhood as well.
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Preview of 2014 Holiday Home Tour
One of the longest-running annual home tour events in
East Tennessee returns December 6th and 7th
ual as you or the houses are — you are invited to attend the
26th Annual Old North Knoxville Victorian Holiday Home
Tour. That’s right, this year will be the 26th years the tour has
been put on and it has always been the first weekend in December, which this year is Dec. 6th and 7th.

Above, 219 E. Anderson Ave. and (right) 1428 Fremont are
two of the homes featured on this year’s tour.

M

aybe your grandparents lived in a

A sampling of the 10 homes, 1 church, and 1 mortuary on the 2014 ONK Annual

house like you see here and seeing one
Victorian Holiday home tour are presented here and on page 5.
decorated for the holidays will bring back
many wonderful memories. Or maybe you are curious about what it’s like to live in an historic neighborhood. Maybe still, you already live in Old North
Knoxville or one of the other historic neighobrhoods
and you are curious how your neighbors live or what
the inside of their houses looks like because no two
houses in ONK are the same.
Whatever the reasons — and they can be as individ-

Above, this Craftsman-influenced home and the Queen
Anne cottage (at left) are two of the artchitectual styles
you will find on the tour, December 6th and 7th.

Saturday, Dec. 6th from 4 - 9 PM is the “candilight
tour,” where you will see many homes, not just
those on tour, lit up for the holidays. On Sunday,
Dec. 7th from 12:30 - 5 PM you can view the historic neighorhood by daylight.
(Preview of Holiday Tour... continued on page 5.)
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Preview of 2014 Holiday Home Tour
about everyday folks like you and me, are,
when woven together, part of the fabric of each
house and each house is part of the fabric that
forms the tapestry of the historic neighborhood
known as Old North Knoxville.

Above, this house at 424 E. Oklahoma
Ave. was completed in 1911 and rented to Elijah T. McNew, a blacksmith
on N. Central Stret.

(Continued from page 4.)

Tour busses will be provided for
those who want to take the tour
but not have to take their cars.
You can board a bus at the Tennova hospital parking lot on
Woodland Ave. (where you can
also buy a ticket) or you can always step on a bus from anywhere on the tour.

But these stories can’t be told without
the help of volunteers. Volunteering is another way to see this event unfold and to also be
a part of the history still unfolding. Volunteers
are needed for a variety of things from selling
tickets at the
ticket booth to
be docents in
the homes on
the tour. If you
have a desire
to help, a place
can be found
for you. You
don’t have to
volunteer for
the entire time
the tour is on,
and volunteers
get a chance to
tour the homes

Tickets are $10 each for adults and
children over 12 years old, if purchased before
the tour. Pre-tour-day tickets can be bought at
area Kroger stores or at www.oldnorthknoxville.com. Tickets the days of the tour are $15
each the days of the tour and can be purchased
at the ticket booth in the Tennova parking lot.
Children 12 and under are admited free when
accompanied by an adult and senior tickets are
$10 each, either before or during the tour.
Each home on the tour has its own story to
tell, many of them dating back over 100 years.
For example, the lot where the house at 236
E. Scott Ave. sits was purchased in 1905 for
$650 dollars. This late Queen Anne style house
was completed in 1906. In 1911 the house was
purchased by a Mrs. Mary B. Evans, a widow
Middle photo: 226 W. Glenwood was built in 1916 by J. Alvin Johnson and
with 5 children, whose second daughter, Annie Lucille Ev- his wife Rose Keller Johnson. Rose’s father, Thomas Keller, was first cousin to
ans never married, became a shool teacher, and remained Helen Keller. The bottom photo is the tour home at 236 E. Scott Ave.
in the house until 1970. The house received a Fantastic
Fifteen Award from Knox Heritage in 2012.
before the tour and attend a pre-tour party. To volunteer, call
or e-mail Lauren Rider, 524-4267 or laurenellent@yahoo.
The threads of each of these stories, more often than not are
com.
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Holiday Homemade Treat: Vanilla Extract

Article and photo By Beth Booker

H

omemade gifts are a holiday tradition.

Handmade
crafts and home-baked goodies add a personal touch
that can’t be bought no matter how early a big-box
retailor stomps over Thanksgiving to open early or how long
you stand in line for that special something for someone.
And what could be more holiday than Vanilla extract? Perfect
for gift giving or holiday baking. Extracts are a simple way to
add rich, complex flavor to your cooking and baking. You’ll
be surprised at how quick and easy it is to make your own. If
you make this at the last minute, include the “ready by” date
on your gift label so your friends will know when it’s ready
to use.
1 cup vodka, rum, or bourbon
3 vanilla beans
Slit the vanilla beans lengthwise and use a small spoon
to scrape out the soft middle of the beans. Place the vanilla
paste and remaining bean pods into a small jar. Pour liquor of
choice over beans so that they are submerged. Plain vodka is
a good choice as it is clear and has no flavor. (Avoid the flavored ones.)

And what do you do with any leftover liquor? Why, make
more extract, of course. After all, it is the holidays!

Vanilla extract is easy
to make and
is a wonderful gift
fot those
friends
or family in your
life who
bake. Or
make some
for your
own use.
Who better to give a
homemade
gift to?

Let stand in a dark, cool area for one month, then use as desired.

Just in time for the Holidays: ONK ornament

The Margaret F. Stuart house at 115 E. Scott Avenue is the 12th ornament in the ONK ornament series.
This house was built in 1889.
Ornaments are available in yellow and white
gold. The 1st ornament in the series, 1319 Grainger,
is almost sold out! Other house ornament addresses include: 203 W. Glenwood, 131 E. Scott, 1001
Thompson Place, 505 E. Scott, 121 E. Scott, 209 W.
Glenwood, 241 Baxter, 131 E. Oklahoma, 708 E.
Scott, 229 E. Scott.
If you are interested in buying an ornament, contact neighbor Rebecca McCurdy (becca73180@aol.
com) or pick one up from
the collection at the Time
Warp Tea Room. They are
$15 each (10% discount
for purchases of 10 or
more).
They are also available
via our website, www.
oldnorthknoxville.com
with paypal payment in
conjunction with Tour ticket sales (Nov. 18th-Dec.
6th). Pick-up arranged via
e-mail.

This home on East Scott Ave. has not only traveled from neglect to restoration, it has even traveled across N. Central
Street to rest on the lot where another house had met a fiery
end. This house is the 2014 Annual Victorian Holiday Home
Tour ornament and can be purchased for $15 each.
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Volunteers gather at First Creek to clean up

D

Above, from left, Beth Booker, Bella Fishman, Lauren Booker, Margo
Hughes (behind Bella and Lauren),
Ariel Allen from Keep Knoxville Beautiful, David Griffin, Caesar Stair,
Andie Ray, and Marcus Phelps (behind Andie). Others not pictured who
helped: Emily Pratt, Charles Smith,
Brad and Charis Guilford, Allison and
Kendall Teeters from Keep Knoxville
Beautiful, and Denis and Hazel Tippo.
Thank you to all who came out and to
Magpies and Keep Knoxville Beautiful
for their generous donations.

espite the cloudy day,

they came anyway —
those seventeen people strong.
To pick up trash
and other things stashed
by a creek where they don’t belong.
Nineteen bags of stuff
and strange things enough
like a laptop computer gone wrong.
There were four tires
whose tread had expired
and a radio that played no songs.
There was a stuffed chair
and an old mattress there
and three shopping carts rattling like tongs.
There were pieces of clothes
and beer bottles – God knows
how many were used for a bong.
There were cigarette butts
and cell phone guts
and sheets of plastic tough to bring along;
but all was subdued by the best
and are then laid to rest
in a dumpster where they always belonged.
So, despite the cloudy day,
they came anyway —
those seventeen people strong.
Both kids and adults –
their work showed results –
at First Creek Greenway trash is gone.
At left, three tires, a shopping cart, and a matress behind those were only part of the overall trash gathered the First Creek Greenway
cleanup on Saturday, September 13, 2014. A
greenway cleanup is planned for March 2015.
Come on down and join us.

ONK Board elections slated for February 2015 meeting

W

Old North Knoxville?
Greenway cleanups like the one mentioned above is
one way. neighborhood cleanups such as the one on
November 22nd before the Old North Knoxville Annual Victorian Holiday Home Tour is another way. There are also opportunities at the Old North Knoxville Park on E. Okalhoma Ave.
If interested in helping out with those, contact Beth Booker
at kalrecop@bellsouth.net or Lauren Rider at 524-4267 or
laurenellent@yahoo.com.
ant to help out in

Another way to volunteer is to volunteer to be elected to the
Old North Knoxville, Inc. board of directors. It is a 15-person
board with each member serving a three-year term. Elections
are staggered so that not all board members are up for election
at the same time. Usually only five positions are open each
year.
To qualify you to run, you have to lived in ONK for at
least one year, and as a board member, you will be required to

pay the annual dues, which are $10 per individual or $15 for a
family.
The board meets monthly, except for December, because that
is the month of the Home Tour and holidays. As a board member, you may be asked to serve on a committee. Or, if you
qualify, you may be asked to run for an officer position.
Any qualified resident can express an interest in running for
a board position. That means you can nominate yourself, so
don’t be bashful. If interested, contact Lauren Rider, or cotact
ONK President Andie Ray at andie.ray@mindspring.com.
You can contact either person or even attend the February
monthly meeting (Monthly meetings are the second Monday
of each month. See page 2 for details.) and nominate yourself
or somebody else. Just make sure he or she is interested.
[Editor’s note: in an earlier newsletter, the board election date
was incorrectly listed as happening in Oct. 2014.]
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Discover the Hidden Treasure of
Historic Old North Knoxville:
Preserving the past; protecting the future.

P.O. Box 3896
Knoxville, TN 37927-3868
www.oldnorthknoxville.com
Please note new website address.

ONK Quick List of Events:
26th Annual Old North Knoxville Victorian Holiday
Home Tour: Sat., Dec. 6, 2014, 4 - 9 pm and
Sun., Dec. 7, 2014, 12:30 - 5 pm.
ONK Potluck and Board Meetings: January 12th,
February 9th, and March 9th starting at 6:30 pm.
Annual ONK board member elections at the
February 9, 2015 meeting.

ONK Board of Directors
Old North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established
in 1978 to preserve, promote, and protect the
neighborhood, which is a residential and business
district built from the 1880s to the 1940s. It includes
the triangle formed by Central St., Broadway, and
Woodland Ave., as well as the area east of Broadway
bounded by Cecil Ave., Sixth Ave., Glenwood Ave.
and Broadway. ONK strives to provide a forum for
information, support and sharing among members and
residents of Old North Knoxville. ONK board meetings
and neighborhood potlucks are usually held on the
second Monday of each month. Officers: President,
Andie Ray; 1st Vice President, Andy Ray; Secretary,
Allison Rosenberg; Treasurer, Joy Guilford. Board
Members: Term ending in 2014: Jonathan Ball, Beth
Booker, Pete Creel, Kim Davis, Joy Guilford, Jeremy
Jennings, Allison Rosenberg; term ending in 2015: Sean
Bolen, Laurence Eaton, Becca McCurdy, Andie Ray,
Andrew Ray, Lauren Rider; term ending in 2016: Dodi
Payne, Marcus Phelps, James Pierce, Rebecca Ridner,
Donna Spencer. Chester Kilgore and Andy Anderson,
board members emeritis.
Newsletter Editor: David E. Booker. Send
newsletter e-mail messages to penup@bellsouth.
net. Web Designer: Brad Guilford, www.
oldnorthknoxville. com. Dues are $10, $15, and $25.
ONK does not discriminate against any person because
of race, age, gender, sexual orientation, handicap, or
country of national origin.
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How To Join/Renew
If you would like to become a member
of Old North Knoxville, fill out the form
below and submit annual dues of $10 for
individuals, $15 for households, or $25
for businesses to: P.O. Box 3896, Knoxville, TN 37927. Renters, homeowners,
people interested in historic Old North
Knoxville can join and will receive the
newsletter. Membership questions:
andie.ray@mindspring.com.

NAME
ADDRESS
E-MAIL
TELEPHONE
INTERESTS

ONK president, Andie Ray writes
about making a resolution for
ONK in 2015, page 2.

