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Thank you to Donna Spencer, 
Jean campbell, anDie Ray, 
Kim Davis, Kelley and Lily Se-

gars, Lauren T. Rider (and maybe Fin 
and Hagen), Jonathan Ball, and Beth 
and David Booker 
for coming out to 
help cleanup and 
spruce up at the 
Old North Knox-
ville Park on Sun-
day, April 6, 2014. 

From 2 to 4 PM 
ONK residents 
as old as 73 and 
as young as five, 
came out to pull 
weeds, clean up 

brush, and spread mulch to spruce up 
the park in anticipation of the Easter 
Egg Hunt on April 19th.  

Water, apples, and homemade brown-
ies were provided for those who 
showed and worked. Thank you to all 
who helped. It is appreciated.

Y o u n g  a n d  o l d  V o l u n t e e r s  P i t c h  i n  t o 
s P r u c e  u P  o l d  n o r t h  K n o x V i l l e  P a r K 

Bottom left: Jean Campbell (standing) and Beth Booker pull weeds at the front of the ONK Park. 
Bottom right: Jonathan Ball, Kim Davis (back to camera), and Lauren Rider work along the path-
way while Hagen Rider points to a moth. Top, Lily Segars dumps a small wheelbarrow of brush.
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Dear neighborS, we have haD a very 
busy first part of the year here in Old 
North Knoxville.  

Our Beautification Committee, chaired by 
Beth Booker, con-
ducted a park main-
tenance and clean-
up in April, in 
advance of our Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, which 
was attended by 35 
excited kids and 
their family mem-
bers. 

Bentley Brackett of 
Top Brackett, was 
engaged to weed, 

mulch and plant our traffic circles and histor-
ic markers. In addition to that, he voluntarily 
re-installed the signs in the Glenwood traffic 
circle, donating labor and concrete.

thankS to the effortS of beth anD DaviD 
Booker, ONK hosted it’s annual Spring Clean-
up of First Creek Greenway, wherein 14 
bags of trash were collected.

Board member Jonathan Ball, built, donat-
ed and installed a “Little Free Library” in 
our Oklahoma Avenue Park & Playground.  
Everyone is welcome to take a book and 
leave a book. Check out www.littlefreeli-
brary.org for more information.

Thanks mostly to the efforts of Andy An-
derson, we hosted an ice cream social for 
our neighbors at Guy Love Towers on 
Monday, May 19th. The Board hopes to 
make this an annual event.

our hiStoric preServation committee, 
chaired by James Pierce, is working with 
Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) 

staff and a paid consultant on updating our 
H-1 Guidelines. We are hoping to make our 
guidelines more user-friendly and clear up any 
confusing language.

The Committee will have it’s 1st meeting on 
Tuesday, June 3rd, at 6:30 at St. James Episco-
pal Church. Those who are interested in serv-
ing on the committee can contact James at 
jpierce111@bellsouth.net.   

whew, we’ve been buSy!

As always, we can use your help in our efforts 
to keep Old North Knoxville one of the pre-
mier neighborhoods to live.  

Please contact me at andie.ray@mindspring.
com to find out how you can get involved!

Don’t forget our monthly Board Meetings 
and Potluck Suppers, held at 6:30 PM on the 
second Monday of every month at St. James 
Episcopal on Broadway. All are welcome and 
childcare is provided.

The News
Old North Knoxville presidentof 
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Monday, June 9th, 6:30 pm   
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom.)
#

Save these dates!
Tuesday, June 3rd at 6:30 pm, 

St. James Episcopal Church, H-1 
Overlay Guidelines meeting.

#
Saturday, June 7th, 2 - 3 pm, 

Beautification Committee, Time 
Warp Tea Room, 1207 Central.

#
Monday, July 14th, 6:30 pm  

ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Monday, August 11th, 6:30 pm  
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Save the date!
Thursday, September 18th , 

6:30 - 8 pm, Old North Knoxville 
Ice Cream Social in ONK Park at 
412 E. Oklahoma Ave., Ice cream 

provided. by ONK. Bring a topping 
to share 

Emergency number: 911
Non-emergency: 215-4010
City Services information: 311
Codes Enforcement: 215-2130 
Report illegal uses of property,  
dangerous or unsanitary 
conditions.
Neighborhood watch: 
Pete Creel, rscreel@msn.com.
Recycling pickup: Every other 
Friday morning. For example,  
June pickups: 13th and 27th 
July pickups: 11th and 25th,  
August pickups: 8th and 22nd 
Trash pickup: Friday mornings.

Editor: David E. Booker 
Circulation Database:  Jesse Ursery 
Contributors: Beth Booker, David E. Booker, Andie Ray, 
Lauren Rider,   
Photos courtesy of Beth Booker, David E. Booker, Brad 
Guilford, Lauren Rider,

Old North News covers the news and events in and 
around Old North Knoxville and welcomes suggestions 
and contributions. Contact David E. Booker at penup@
bellsouth.net. Clip art courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com. 
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Upcoming Events in 
Old North Knoxville We are busy, but need more volunteers in ONK  

Andie Ray

Good to Know 

Andie Ray,  
ONK president

Map showing Old North Knoxville meeting place, St. 
James Church. Meetings are the second Monday of each 
month starting at 6:30 PM. Next meeting, June 9th. 
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Updating ONK Historic Design Guidelines beginning
By James Pierce 

jpierce111@bellsouth.net

Beginning at our monthly neighborhooD meeting in 
May 2014, Old North Knoxville (ONK) residents be-
gan discussions to undertake an update to our Historic 

Design Guidelines. As many of our residences fall within an 
H-1 zoning overlay these guidelines are used as the primary 
determination of appropriateness for exterior restoration and 
rehabilitation proj-
ects. An applica-
tion to Knoxville’s 
Historic Preserva-
tion department is 
required to receive 
this certificate of 
appropriateness 
before obtaining a 
building permit.

When these design 
guidelines were es-
tablished in 1992 
along with the H-1 
designation our 
neighborhood be-
gan a long peri-
od of reclamation. 
Now we all enjoy 
the benefits that 
following those 
guidelines toward a common 
goal has yielded. Through the 
years we have learned to establish priorities for preservation 
while finding ways to adapt these historic homes to our more 

modern lifestyle. As our neighborhood evolves the ONK His-
toric Design Guidelines need to evolve with us.

We are looking at strengthening the preservation language 
where needed and adapting the guidelines to new methods 
and materials use where appropriate without sacrificing our 
preservation intentions.

the committee being formeD to Do thiS important work 
will be assisted by MPC’s Historic 
Preservation department. Through 

grant funding a consult-
ing firm to aid neigh-
borhoods with this work 
will be directed by that 
department. We wel-
come the participation of 
all ONK residents as this 
project moves forward. 
First meeting is Tues-
day, June 3rd at St. James 
Episcopal Church. 

Look for meeting an-
nouncements on our 
neighborhood Yahoo 
group site and Facebook 
page. There will be links 
posted where you can 
view proposed changes 
and leave comments or 
suggestions.

Pages from the current Old North Knoxville Historic District Design 
Guidelines. Efforts are underway to update the guidelines.

ONK serves ice cream to residents of Guy B. Love Towers
On Monday, May 
19, 2014, members 
of Old North Knox-
ville, including ONK 
president Andie Ray, 
Pete Creel, Dodi and 
Marvin Payne, Donna 
Spencer, Andy Ander-
son and others hosted 
an ice cream social for 
the residents at Guy B. 
Love Towers.

At right, residents of 
Guy B. Love line up 
back around the trees 
as ONK members 
prepare to serve ice 
cream and water. 
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10th Annual ONK Easter Egg Hunt largest one yet

The gathering of the olD 
North Knoxville "clan" for the 
10th Annual ONK Easter Egg 

Hunt in Old North Knoxville Park on 
Saturday, April 19, 2014. 

Over thirty-five hunters came to find 
the hundreds of eggs that had been 
provided by adults from across the 
neighborhood and even beyond. The eggs were plastic and 
contained candy and small toys inside. Each egg was hidden 
in the park: under bushes, in benches, around trees and play-
ground equipment, among the flowers. The hunting began at 
10:10 AM, followed by a brunch provided by ONK adults 
in the new gazebo. From all accounts, the 2014 Easter Egg 
Hunt was the largest one yet.

Clockwise, starting from the top: children gather near 
the front of Old North Knoxville Park on E. Oklaho-
ma Ave., the site of the 10th Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
Once the hunting began, children 10 years old and 
younger scurried about, buckets, bags, and baskets in 
hands, searching for treat-filled Easter Eggs. There 
were hundreds of the eggs. Here they are scrambling 

around the play equipment. Bottom photo: one young egg hunt-
er shows off her collection of treats found in ONK Park. In the 
final photograph, the hunting is done and children are open-
ing eggs to find the treats inside, sometimes with their mother’s 
help.
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Thank you to braD, chariS, anD cai guilforD; Jim 
meaD; Jennifer Koch Lubke and Dovie Lubke; Andie 
Ray; Beth and Lauren Booker and David Booker for 

meeting at the corner of Hoitt and Luttrell Streets to help 
cleanup the First Creek Greenway on Saturday, April 26, 2014. 

Fourteen bags of trash were collected, along with an assort-
ment of clothes, pieces of plastic pipe, old clothes, bottles in 
different stages of fullness, an old tire and a lovely small plas-
tic lady in need of a dress.

If you had come to help, you might have seen the mother 
goose and her goslings or the crayfish down at the creek.

thank you to magpieS for the lovely cupcakeS, keep 
Knoxville Beautiful for the eye-catching t-shirts, the city of 
Knoxville Storm water Department for the wheelbarrow, wad-

ers, and free drink bottles given to those who helped, 
and the Knoxville Police Department for having two 
officers, Sgt. Dennis Bible and Sgt. Sammy Shaffer 
down at the creek to check things out to make sure we 
would be safe.

Small but Mighty group cleans up at First Creek Greenway

Above, the Guilford family of Charis, Brad, and Cai pick up trash 
along the First Creek Greenway while  a family of Canada Geese (be-
low) enjoys First Creek on a nice April morning..

Above, Beth Booker shows off what the best dressed green-
way cleaners are wearing this season: wheelbarrow, trash 
gripper, baggy waders, and trash bags draped through the 
suspender for easy reach. Below, Jim Mead tosses some of 
the trash gathered into the dumpster.
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Songs and Words and Ice Cream at Old North Knoxville Park
The Hominy Mamas perform in ONK Park

Local group, the hominy mamaS gave the firSt  
musical concert at Old North Knoxville (ONK) Park 
on Sunday, May 4th. The duo (Kathleen Williams and 

Ruth Simmons) have been playing together in the Knoxville 
area for over fifteen years. Their music could be described as 
folk, Appalachian, and traditional acoustic. They have been 
featured on WDVK, at the Museum of Appalachia, and at lo-
cal book stores, schools, and libraries. 

The group used fiddle, banjo, and guitar to provide the mel-
ody while 
audience 
members 
were given 
a variety of 
instruments 
such as ma-
racas, bells, 
harmoni-
cas, kazoos 
and rattle-
traps so that 
they could 
participate. 
Look for 
other con-
certs com-
ing up at 
the gaze-
bo in ONK 
Park.  

The Little Free Library is Open for Business

The little free library iS up. thank you Jonathan 
ball for suggesting this idea, building the library 
lending box, and for then building the mount and 

mounting the library lending box at ONK Park. 

There are books for several different ages and interests in the 
box. And more to come. 

The object of the library is anyone can borrow a book they 
like and anyone can leave a book they want to share with oth-
ers.

We only 
ask that 
there be 
no por-
nography 
or any-
thing too 
risqué.

let the 
Summer 
reaDing 
begin!

ONK Ice Cream Social set for September 18th  
What:  Old North Knoxville’s annual Ice Cream Social. 
When:  Thursday, September 18th, 6:30 - 8 PM 
Where:  412 E. Oklahoma Ave. 
Who:  You, your family or neighbors, friends or relatives.  
Bring:  Your favorite ice cream topping(s). Enough for you  
 and to share.

Want to beat the late  
summer heat? Come down 
to Old North Knoxville Park 

on Thursday, September 18th for Old 
North Knoxville’s annual ice cream so-
cial. ONK will provide the Mayfield ice 
cream and cold drinks. Neighbors are 
asked to bring an ice cream topping to 
share with the group. 

While you’re at the park, visit with 
friends old and new, learn about the 
ways your neighborhood is working to 
make this an even better place to live. 
Bring along the kids to play while you 
catch up on all that ONK has to offer. 
We’ll have a fire engine and visitors 
from our police department. 

all thiS fun iS free. the Scooping StartS at 6:30 pm anD 
ends at 8:00 PM. Bring a topping and your appetite for some 
cool eats and good conversation. 

Help is always needed to set up tables, serve the ice cream, 
and take down all the materials and make sure the park is 
cleaned up. To volunteer, contact Andie Ray at andie.ray@
mindspring.com or show up at 6 PM at ONK Park.

Ruth Simmons 
(above left) and 
Kathleen Williams, 
the Hominy Mamas, 
christen the gazebo 
with music. At right, 
Ruth Simmons pass-
es out instruments 
to some of the music 
lovers so that they 
can join along by us-
ing an old wash tub 
or used coffee cans.

Above, the lending library box in Old North Knoxville Park at 412 E. 
Oklahoma Ave. Open dawn to dusk (just like the park), .you can borrow 
a book or leave a book for others to read. For more information on this 
program, go to www.littlefreelibrary.org.



We are talking now of Summer eveningS in knoxville, 
Tennessee in the time that I lived there so successfully 
disguised to myself as a child.” Thus wrote the words of 

Knoxville native and writer James Agee. While he goes on to describe 
a neighborhood not 
too unlike Old North 
Knoxville, even to-
day, it is to the chil-
dren of Old North that 
is pays a small tribute. 
Two such residents re-
cently completed 5th 
grade at a small school 
nestled in a house built 
in the 1920s, Thack-

ston School. Con-
gratulations to Katy 
Rivers and Lauren 
Booker for graduat-
ing on to 6th grade. 
Unfortunately, they 
will have to leave 
Thackston. Con-
gratulations, too, 
to Hagen Rider, 
who won recog-
nition from Presi-
dent Obama for 
his school work. 
He will be back at 
Thackston, where 
he and his brother 
will continue to rep-
resent ONK.

Academic achievers from Old North Knoxville
7Old North News • June / August 2014

“

Work on the annual olD north knoxville  
Victorian Holiday Home Tour is underway. Just as 
soon as the decorations are packed away and even be-

fore the memories have had a chance to fade, the need to make 
new ones begins. Thus far, six (6) ONK 
residents have volunteered their homes for 
the upcoming home tour (first weekend in 
December), including Kelley Segars on E. 
Oklahoma Ave., as well as Kim Davis and 
Ernie Roberts, both on E. Glenwood.

There is a need for four (4) more homes. 
It is work, there is no denying that, but the 
rewards, if you are willing, will outweigh 
the work. For more information on what 
is involved, contact Home Tour Chair  
Lauren Rider at laurenellent@yahoo.
com or 865-524-4267.

The house that will be the ornament for 
the upcoming home tour has already been 

selected. For the 26th Old North Knoxville Victorian Holiday 
Home Tour, the ornament will feature Sean Bolen’s house on E. 
Scott Ave. The ornament for this year’s home tour is always se-
lected from among the homes that were on the tour the previous 

year. For example, the 2014 ornament 
was selected form the homes on the 2013 
Home Tour.

So, who knowS, if you are on tour thiS 
year, your home might just be the one se-
lected to be the featured ornament for the 
2015 Holiday Home Tour.

Four houses needed to complete 2014 ONK Home Tour Lineup

The 2014 Annual Old North Knoxville Victo-
rian Holiday Home Tour ornament will fea-
ture Sean Bolen’s house  (shown at left) on E. 
Scott Ave. To have your home considered for 
the 2015 ornament, contact Lauren Rider at 
865-524-4267 about being on the 2014 home 
tour. Four homes are still needed.

Above, Lauren Booker holds up evidence 
that she has indeed completed 5th grade 
and summer can now begin. Right, Katy 
Rivers, (third from left) and Lauren were 
part of the six girls graduating from 
Thackston. Upper right, Hagen Rider 
(center) holds his award for academic 
achievement. .
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P.O. Box 3896 
Knoxville, TN 37927-3868 
 
www.oldnorthknoxville.com
Please note new website address.

NONprOFIT Org.
U.S. pOSTage paId

KNOxvILLe, TN
permIT NUmber 83

Discover the Hidden Treasure of 
 Historic Old North Knoxville: 

Preserving the past; protecting the future.

ONK Quick List of Events:
ONK Potluck and Board Meetings: June 9th, 
July 14th, August 11th, starting at 6:30 pm.
ONK Design Guideline meeting, June 3rd, 6 pm 
ONK Beautification Committee meeting, June 7th, 
ONK Ice Cream Social, September 18th, 6:30 pm.
See pages 2, 3, and 6 for details.

Old North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established inOld 
North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established in 1978 to 
preserve, promote, and protect the neighborhood, 
which is a residential and business district built from 
the 1880s to the 1940s. It includes the triangle formed 
by Central St., Broadway, and Woodland Ave., as well 
as the area east of Broadway bounded by Cecil Ave., 
Sixth Ave., Glenwood Ave. and Broadway. ONK strives 
to provide a forum for information, support and 
sharing among members and residents of Old North 
Knoxville. ONK board meetings and neighborhood 
potlucks are usually held on the second Monday of 
each month. Officers: President, Andie Ray; 1st Vice 
President, Andy Ray; 2nd Vice President, (vacant); 
Secretary, Allison Rosenberg; Treasurer, Joy Guilford. 
Board Members: Term ending in 2014: Jonathan 
Ball, Beth Booker, Pete Creel, Kim Davis, Joy Guilford, 
Jeremy Jennings, Allison Rosenberg; term ending in 
2015: Sean Bolen, Laurence Eaton, Becca McCurdy, 
Andie Ray, Andrew Ray, Lauren Rider; term ending 
in 2016: Dodi Payne, Marcus Phelps, James Pierce, 
Rebecca Ridner, Donna Spencer. Chester Kilgore, 
board member emeritis.

 Newsletter Editor: David E. Booker. Send 
newsletter e-mail messages to penup@bellsouth.net. 
Web Designer: (vacant), www.oldnorthknoxville. 
com. Dues are $10, $15, and $25. ONK does not 
discriminate against any person because of race, age, 
gender, handicap, or country of national origin. 

ONK Board of Directors How To Join/Renew
If you would like to become a member 
of Old North Knoxville, fill out the form 
below and submit annual dues of $10 for 
individuals, $15 for households, or $25 
for businesses to: P.O. Box 3896, Knox-
ville, TN 37927. Renters, homeowners, 
people interested in historic Old North 
Knoxville can join and will receive the 
newsletter. Membership questions:  
andie.ray@mindspring.com.

NAME 

ADDRESS 

E-MAIL 

TELEPHONE 

INTERESTS

New ONK president, Andie Ray 
writes about recent events in 
ONK, page 2.


