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O’ the weather outside was frightful,  
but the homes were so delightful 
and over a thousand knew where to go— 

to the Holiday Home Tour show.

It never showed signs of stopping  — 
the cold, rain, and wind a-popping, 
but the warmth of the houses glowed 
at the ONK Home Tour show.

When it finally came, o’ the delight 
even though you went out in the storm. 
All the memories you hold to tight 
and from home to home you are warm.

Now those memories are slowly dying, 
but, my dear, a new tour’s arriving. 
Come December 6th we will go 
to the Holiday Home Tour show.

The 25th Annual Old North Knoxville Victorian Holiday 
Home tour is a pleasant, if somewhat soggy memory. And as 

you read this, plans are already underway for the 
26th Annual edition. The fun and the work never 
rests. To volunteer, please contact Lauren Rider 
at laurenellent@yahoo.com or 865-524-4267.

The weather was not what one would have hoped 
for and it put a damper on the number of folks 
who attended. Over 1,200 tickets were sold and 
somehwat more than a 1,000 of those attended, 
battling rain and wind and cold tempertures. 

But for those who did attend, there were  
eleven houses and one church to tour, 

25 t h Ol d NO r t h KN O x v i l l e  v i c t O r i a N  
hO l i d a y hO m e tO u r i N  t h e  hi s t O r y BO O K s

At left, sixth stop on the Home Tour was the 
Guilford house, a Craftsman style built in 
1915. The table is set in holiday decorations in 
time for over 1,000 guests to stop by. 
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At right, a 1929 
Packard parked 
outside the Guilford 
home during the 
home tour.



Old North Knoxville’s long-serving President, 
Lauren Rider, is a force of nature and a dedi-
cated civic leader, in addition to raising her 
family. She felt that ONK needed a new Presi-
dent to serve, though she will, of course, re-

main incredibly ac-
tive. No one person 
can fill her shoes.

And so, I need your 
help. Please help our 
neighborhood by 
serving on a com-
mittee, or volunteer-
ing during an event 
like the Easter Egg 
hunt and Ice Cream 

Social, and offer any 
skills you can lend, 

like helping with the website, or getting dirty 
weeding our playground or traffic circles. 
Your service will be greatly appreciated and 
incredibly rewarding as you build a sense of 
community.  

As an 18 year downtown resident I served as 
a past president of City People, a found-
ing member and past president of the Mar-
ket Square District Association, which in 
turn founded downtown’s wildly successful 
Market Square Farmers’ Market.  

In 1999 Market Square was threatened by a 
redevelopment scheme that called for mas-
sive demolitions, so I initiated the petition 
to have the Square placed under Historic 
Overlay, which was later passed by City 
Council. In addition to my civic endeavors, 
my husband and I renovated a building on 
Market Square, where we resided for nine 
years, and where I operated a ladies’ bou-
tique, Vagabondia, which was open for six 
years, closing in 2010. Currently I serve 
on the Historic Zoning Commission for the 
City of Knoxville.

When my husband and I decided to leave 
downtown, we had several criteria in mind for 
our new home. We wanted to live in an histor-
ic neighborhood with an eclectic mix of archi-
tectural styles that was within easy walking/
biking distance of Market Square. And though 
we love historic homes, we wanted to build 
a new energy-efficient house. And lastly, we 
wanted to be in a neighborhood with a strong 
sense of community, an active neighborhood 
organization, and a diversity of neighbors, 
across socio-economic and racial bounds and 
with a mix of all ages and stages of life.

And so, we came here, to Old North Knox-
ville, where we have now lived since October 
of 2011. We love this neighborhood! We love 
our neighbors who work so hard to make this 
an even better place. Those who serve on the 
Home Tour Committee, those who quietly do 
the hard work of maintaining our playground 
and help out with the greenway clean-ups 
twice a year and those neighbors who banded 
together to buy homes that were thought to be 
unsalvageable, only to prove everyone wrong.

The News
Old North Knoxville presidentof 
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Monday, March 10th, 6:30 pm   
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom.)
#

Save the date!
Sunday, April 6th, 

2 - 4 pm, Old North Knoxville Park  
cleanup, 412 E. Oklahoma Ave.

#
Monday, April 14th, 6:30 pm  

ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Saturday, April 19th, 10 am 
10th Annual Old North Knoxville, 
Easter Egg Hunt at ONK Park,  

412 E. Oklahoma Ave.
#

Save the date!
Saturday, April 26th , 

9 am - noon, corner of Hoitt and 
Luttrell at First Creek Greenway’ 

First Creek Cleanup  
(Earth Day is April 22nd) 

#
Monday, May 12th, 6:30 pm  

ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).

Emergency number: 911
Non-emergency: 215-4010
City Services information: 311
Codes Enforcement: 215-2130 
Report illegal uses of property,  
dangerous or unsanity conditions.
Neighborhood watch: 
Pete Creel, rscreel@msn.com.
Recycling pickup: Every other 
Friday morning. For example,  
March pickups: 7th and 21st 
April pickups: 4th and 18th,  
May pickups: 2nd, 16th, and 30th 
Trash pickup: Friday mornings.

Editor: David E. Booker 
Circulation Database:  Jesse Ursery 
Contributors: Beth Booker, David E. Booker, Andie Ray, 
Lauren Rider,   
Photos courtesy of Beth Booker, David E. Booker, Brad 
Guilford, Lauren Rider, Rebecca Ridner

Old North News covers the news and events in and 
around Old North Knoxville and welcomes suggestions 
and contributions. Contact David E. Booker at penup@
bellsouth.net. Clip art courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com. 
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Upcoming Events in 
Old North Knoxville A new president starts, but some old needs remain 

Andie Ray

Good to Know 

Andie Ray,  
ONK president

Map showing Old North Knoxville meeting place. Meet-
ings are the second Monday of each month starting at 
6:30 PM. Next meeting, March 10th. 
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25th ONK Victorian Home Tour in the History Books (cont.)

ONK Christmas ornaments to buy, and even carolers to listen 
to.

Thank you to all who came to an event where all the mon-
ey raised goes to help run the neighborhood organization, 
with some funds being donated to local organizations such 
as Meals on Wheels and to the Fulton High School scholar-
ship fund. Thank you to all who volunteered their time, their 
homes, their talents, their skills, and their hard work. 

Some of the jobs were small, even unnoticed, but still impor-

tant. Getting the red bows up on the banner poles and some 
of the light poles in Old North Knoxville, for example. Oth-
ers, such as volunteering your home, were more noticeable. 
There were volunteer jobs of all levels, and without all of 
them, there would be no home tour. Over one hundred people 
volunteered their time to make the tour successful. 

Thank you to each and every person who purchased an ad 
in the ONK calendar. Not only does the calendar serve as 
a printed guide to all the homes and church on the tour, it 
serves as a reminder of the tour and a place where your ad 
will be seen year round.

Thank you, too, to those who participated in the Decorating 
Contest. Three judges were driven around the neighborhood 
from approx. 4:40 - 6 PM on Dec. 6, 2013 They were able to 

see all houses in daylight (though the dreary rain was 
not the best light) and dark. 

Thanks to judges Linda Rust (Community Develop-
ment, City of Knoxville); Scott Elders (Zoning Coor-
dinator, City of Knoxville); Jason Woodle (Historic 
Zoning Commissioner; Valley Relations, TVA). After 
much discussion, two trips by all houses, and review of 
photos, three winners were chosen in each category.

Traditional (unlighted): 1428 Fremont (Takonis); 224 
E. Scott (Lewis); 1233 Armstrong (Guilford). Con-

temporary (lighted): 122 Leonard Place (Pierce); 1349 Arm-
strong (Earl); 318 E. Oklahoma (Ray/Hudson).

Other favorites: 1813 N. Sixth Ave.; the entire 100-block of 
E. Scott Ave (all 5 of you-we all know who you are); 1343 
Grainger; “Happy Holidays” lighted house on Grainger; 131 
E. Oklahoma; 240 E. Oklahoma; 309 E. Oklahoma; 409 E. 
Oklahoma; 1200 Kenyon; 1515 and 1523 Fremont; 122 E. 
Glenwood; 125 E. Glenwood; 1329 Armstrong; 700 and 505 
E. Scott; 220 E. Scott.

(Continued from page 1)

Above, the Wojick House on Cornelia was the first stop 
of the 25th Annual Old North Knoxville Victorian Holiday 
Home Tour. This Queen Anne cottage style house (c. 1893) 
was literally rescue from the remains of a fire. At right, this 
1889 Victorian was rescued from neglect and physical-
ly moved to its present location on E. Scott Ave. by owner 
Sean Bolen. At bottom, carolers sing on the porch of this 
house as Bolen looks on. 
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A Good, Old Fashioned Gazebo Raising at ONK Park

On November 18, 2013, three men from Amish 
Country Gazebo  in Manheim, PA, arrived at Old 
North Knoxville Park at 412 E. Oklahoma Ave. to 
erect 16-foot wide and 16-foot tall octagonal, ivo-
ry colored gazebo. Taking most of November 18th 
and part of the 19th the three men unloaded the 
pre-built gazebo and erected it on-site.

Starting with just one section (inset photo immediately above), 
the men erected the bottom section piece by piece (large pho-
to), then turned to erecting the roof sections (inset at top of the 
page), eventually standing on the lower roof in order to help 
install the center, raised section, on top of which the cupala 
(above) was attached. 
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On December 4, 2013, Old North 
Knoxville neighbors, including Joy 
Guilford, Lauren Rider, Rebecca 
Ridner, Megan Stair, Diana Ray, 
and Beth Booker met to decorate 
the ONK Park gazebo for the holi-
days. The gazebo and its decora-
tions were admired by many who 
came to visit the site during the 
25th Annual Old North Knoxville 
Victorian Holiday Home Tour. 

Neighbors used gold and red mesh 
ribbon, combined with Magno-
lia branches (courtesy of Megan 
Stair) and Fresh Pine (courtesy of 
Tennessee Grown Christmas Tree 
sales on Central Street).

Thank you to Beth Booker for un-
decorating in January.

Above, from left, Joy Guilford, 
Lauren Rider, and Rebecca Ridner 
decorating the gazebo. At right, the 
decorated gazebo

A Good, Old Fashioned Gazebo Decorating at ONK Park

Above, the Old North Knoxville Park gazebo covered by a mid-
February 2014 snow. The gazebo is the latest edition to the park 
and the ONK neighborhood.
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Keeping Old North Knoxville Beautiful in Deed and Song
First Creek Cleanup, Saturday April 26th
What:  Spring First Creek Greenway Cleanup. 
When:  Saturday, April 26th from 9 AM – noon 
Where:  Corner of Hoitt and Luttrell Streeets, near the  
 Broadway entrance to the Greenway 
Who:  You, your family or neighbors, friends or relatives.  
 Helpers of all ages needed. 
Bring:  Wheelbarrows, waders, pitch forks and anything 
  else you think might be helpful.

Contact: Beth Booker at kalrecop@bellsouth.net or 865-
524-8515.

This clean-up will involve fishing things out of the 
creek, cleaning up along the creek banks, and pick-
ing up trash along the 1st Creek Greenway path. ONK 

(Old North Knoxville) in conjunction with the Adopt-A-
Stream and Keep Knoxville Beautiful programs will pro-
vide drinking water, gloves, bags, and other materials needed 
to help improve one of the natural historic treasures of our 

neighborhood. 
ONK will pro-
vide lunch af-
ter the clean-
up.

There will be 
a dumpster to 
put trash in 
and a wheel-
barrow or two 
to help move 
the collect-
ed discard-
ed treasures. 
Volunteers 
are needed for 
a variety of 

tasks. If you’re worried about getting wet or have small chil-
dren along to help, you can volunteer to pick up trash and 
small items on the shoreline and park areas. Others may want 
to join those on the banks of the creek or slip on your own 
waders to enter the creek. As with any ONK event, safety is 
always the first consideration. No one will be expected to do 
more than he or she feels comfortable with.

The 1st Creek Greenway is an asset to ONK, giving us valu-
able green space in our urban neighborhood. Come on down 
and get acquainted with the greenway and your neighbors at 
this semi-annual event. 

ONK Park Cleanup, Sunday, April 6th

Sunday, april 6th, 2 - 4 pM, old north Knoxville parK 
cleanup, 412 E. Oklahoma Ave.

The ONK Park Committee is sponsoring a spring clean-up 
so that our park will be beautiful for the spring and summer 
months. During this cleaning we’ll be weeding, mulching, 
and removing trash from the area. Come join us on Sunday, 
April 6th from 2 - 4 PM at the park site (412 E. Oklahoma.) 

Bring along your wheelbarrow, trowel, rake, shovel, and fa-
vorite garden gloves.

Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday April 19th 
What:  Old North Knoxville’s 10th annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
When:  Saturday, April 19th at 10 AM 
Where:  412 E. Oklahoma Ave. 
Who:  You, your family or neighbors, friends or relatives.  
Bring:  Your basket or bag for hunting eggs AND one  
 dozen filled eggs to add to the frenzy. Please fill your  
 eggs with non-melting candy, small prizes ,or treats.

Contact: Beth Booker at kalrecop@bellsouth.net or 865-
524-8515.

Gather at 10 aM for the hunt which starts proMptly 
at 10:10 AM. Bring along your basket or bag for hunt-

ing eggs and 
one dozen filled 
eggs to add to 
the frenzy. Chil-
dren 10 years 
old and under 
will meet at Old 
North Knoxville 
Park at 412 Okla-
homa to hunt 
eggs filled with 
candy and prizes. 
Rain Date: Eas-
ter Sunday, April 
20th at 2 PM. 

Carolers beautify ONK with song

On the evening of deceMber 19, 2013, a sMall group 
of Old North Knoxville residents gathered for the first 

neighborhood caroling. The carolers were: children: Sierra 
Shuck-Sparer, Rylee Ridner, Lauren Booker; adults: Donna 
Spencer, Cathy Shuck, Andie Ray, and Beth Booker

The carolers’ biggest “hit” was “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.” “But we had a songbook of 12 carols selected by 
various members of the group,” Beth Booker said.

After meeting at ONK 
Park, we visited eight 
ONK homes. After car-
oling we adjourned 
to the Time Warp Tea 
Room for hot chocolate 
and brownies.

Maybe the start of a 
new ONK tradition?

Corner of Hoitt and Luttrell is the meeting place for 
the April 26th cleanup.

Hagen Rider at an ONK  Easter Egg hunt in 2012.

At left, from left, Lauren 
Booker and Rylee Ridner 
were two of the children 
caroling in December.



Bobby the frecKle-faced, red-haired cowboy is the 
unofficial mascot of Retrospect Vintage Store, the place 
to find antiques, collectables, vintage clothing, mid-cen-

tury, industrial, shabby chic, books, local art, pop culture items 
and retro toys located at 1121 N. Central in Happy Holler. 

Hours are Tuesday - Saturday, 11 AM - 6 PM, but may ad-
just the hours for special events in the area or as summer ap-
proaches. Telephone number is 865-522-3511. E-mail: Ret-

rospectknox@att.net. 
Retrospect is also listed 
on Facebook. Search for 
Retropsect Vintage Store. 

Retrospect opened on 
January 2, 2014. Manag-
ing partner Gina Alazawi 

and owner Tree Ely-Grif-
fin, have over 50 years of 
experience in the antiques 
and collectables business. 

“We are collectors first 
and foremost and have a great love of the business and all its 
ins and outs,” Alazawi said. “We both have been separate busi-

ness owners 
on the op-
posite ends 
of town and 
just decided 
to come to a 
middle ground 
and in an area 
that we both 
grew up in and 
love.”

While they do 
rent space to 
other sellers, 
most of the 
items for sale 
are ones Alazawi 
and Ely-Griffin 
have collected 
themselves. 

“We are all over 
the map and want-
ed to have a wide 
variety for ev-
eryone,” Alazawi 
said. “Men. Wom-
en and Toy Geeks. 
We ain’t your 
Granny’s antique 
shop.”

And if you don’t 
believe her, you 
can always ask 
Bobby the cow-
boy.

Retrospect for the Men, Women, and Toy Geeks
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Let it Snow in ONK and watch the neighbors come out to enjoy it

Above, Lauren Booker (left) and Katy Rivers enjoy a 
day off school due to the 6 inches of snow on February 
13, 2014. It was gone before the weekend was over.

Above, Bobby, the freckle-
faced unofficial mascot of 
Restrospect says give them 
a call to find out if they 
have that antique or col-
lectable you are looking 
for. Or better yet, stop by.

Looking for that Hardy Boys lunch box from your 
youth (above) or an antique Turkish tea set (be-
low) for your new place? Retrospect might just 
have it. 

Old North Knoxville neighbors were out in force to sled down the hill 
on E. Scott Ave. on Thursday, February 13th. Entire families came out in 

the morning to en-
joy the snow and 
their friends and 
neighbors. Among 
those in the photto 
at left are the Lub-
kes (standing left), 
Kelly Segar and 
daughter, the Rid-
ners, Kris Bronstad 
(holding child), and 
Lauren Rider at far 
right. Kneeling is 
Jess Hay with her 
daughter sitting to 
her right.
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P.O. Box 3896 
Knoxville, TN 37927-3868 
 
www.oldnorthknoxville.com
Please note new website address.

NONprOfIt Org.
U.S. pOStage paId

KNOxvILLe, tN
permIt NUmber 83

Discover the Hidden Treasure of 
 Historic Old North Knoxville: 

Preserving the past; protecting the future.

ONK Quick List of Events:
ONK Potluck and Board Meetings: March 10th, 
April 14th, May 12th, starting at 6:30 pm.
ONK Park cleanup: April 6th, 2-4 pm 
8th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: April 19th, 10 am.
First Creek Cleanup: April 26th, 9 am to noon.
See pages 2 and 7 for details.

Old North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established inOld 
North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established in 1978 to 
preserve, promote, and protect the neighborhood, 
which is a residential and business district built from 
the 1880s to the 1940s. It includes the triangle formed 
by Central St., Broadway, and Woodland Ave., as well 
as the area east of Broadway bounded by Cecil Ave., 
Sixth Ave., Glenwood Ave. and Broadway. ONK strives 
to provide a forum for information, support and 
sharing among members and residents of Old North 
Knoxville. ONK board meetings and neighborhood 
potlucks are usually held on the second Monday of 
each month. Officers: President, Andie Ray; 1st Vice 
President, Andy Ray; 2nd Vice President, (vacant); 
Secretary, Allison Rosenberg; Treasurer, Joy Guilford. 
Board Members: Term ending in 2014: Jonathan 
Ball, Beth Booker, Pete Creel, Kim Davis, Joy Guilford, 
Jeremy Jennings, Allison Rosenberg; term ending in 
2015: Sean Bolen, Laurence Eaton, Becca McCurdy, 
Andie Ray, Andrew Ray, Lauren Rider; term ending 
in 2016: Dodi Payne, Marcus Phelps, James Pierce, 
Rebecca Ridner, Donna Spencer. Chester Kilgore, 
board member emeritis.

 Newsletter Editor: David E. Booker. Send 
newsletter e-mail messages to penup@bellsouth.net. 
Web Designer: (vacant), www.oldnorthknoxville. 
com. Dues are $10, $15, and $25. ONK does not 
discriminate against any person because of race, age, 
gender, handicap, or country of national origin. 

ONK Board of Directors How To Join/Renew
If you would like to become a member 
of Old North Knoxville, fill out the form 
below and submit annual dues of $10 for 
individuals, $15 for households, or $25 
for businesses to: P.O. Box 3896, Knox-
ville, TN 37927. Renters, homeowners, 
people interested in historic Old North 
Knoxville can join and will receive the 
newsletter. Membership questions:  
andie.ray@mindspring.com.

NAME 

ADDRESS 

E-MAIL 

TELEPHONE 

INTERESTS

New ONK president, Andie Ray 
introduces hersself to ONK resi-
dents, page 2.


