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GET READY. GET SET. SEARCH! On 
March 31st, a sunny, warm Sat-
urday, about two dozen young 

residents of Old North Knoxville gath-
ered at Old North Knoxville Park on 
E. Oklahoma Ave. to search for plastic 
eggs stuffed with chocolates, candies, 
and other Easter goodies. 

Hundreds of eggs were hidden through-
out the small park — under plants, 
on the arms of park benches, on the 
playground equipment, in the seats of 
swings, even near the base of the park 
sign — guaranteeing each young hunter 
at least a dozen eggs. 

Once all or at least most of the eggs 
were gathered and cracked open to re-
veal their treats, the kids and their par-
ents stayed at the park to talk, enjoy the 
day, and play. 

THIS WAS THE 
SIXTH YEAR of 
the event and 
the fourth year 
of being held 
at Old North 
Knoxville Park 
as work on the 
pocket park 
continues.

Thank you 
to all the Old 

North Knoxville parents who 
provided plastic eggs stuffed 
with goodies for the younger 
members of our community 

Thank you to Lauren Rider 
and Beth Booker for orga-
nizing the event, gathering 

together the 
eggs, and for 
helping hide 
them.

AND THANK 
YOU TO ALL 
the kids and 
parents who 
attended. If 
you would 
like to help 
with next 
year’s egg 
hunt, work 
on the park, 
or help with 

another neighborhood event, con-
tact ONK President Lauren Rider 
at laurenellent@yahoo.com. 

March 31st, Old North Knoxville’s annual Easter Egg Hunt

B R I N G S  O U T  T H E  K I D S  A N D  T H E  F U N
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The News May Be Old, But so is Our Neighborhood

Old North News

Ice Cream Social and 
more park 
information  
on page 7.



OLD NORTH KNOXVILLE (ONK) had 
the good fortune to win a grant of 
$800 from East Tennessee Founda-

tion to start a Community Garden & Orchard. 
If you’d like to help 
with or be involved 
with this project, 
contact Kristina 
Mclean at kristi-
namclean@gmail.
com. 

Help is needed, par-
ticularly for water-
ing this summer. 

Would you like to 
plant there? That is 
also an option. But 

before you do, you need to contact Kristina 
Mclean.

THE GARDEN IS LOCATED on a county-owned 
lot at the corner of Silver and Stewart. 
Where is that, you might ask? Well, it is 
off Pearl Street, just a block off Central 
Street, behind the old Sears building that 

-
cause that’s its technical address.

In February, volunteers planted a variety 
of fruit trees, blueberry bushes and herbs. 
We are particularly grateful to neighbors 
that helped move the heavy raised beds 
(donated by neighbor James Pierce): Jer-
ry Rives, Terrance McDonough, James 
Pierce, Kristina Mclean, Marcus Phelps, 
Jonathan Ball. Bentley Brackett of Top 
Brackett Property Maintenance also deliv-
ered materials for the project, and we are 
most grateful for his help. 

With more volunteer help watering, we 
hope to see fruit growing on those trees 

in the next few 
years. Patience is 
a virtue, I hear.

ADDITIONAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
banners and poles 
are planned for 
new spots in 
ONK. Be on the 
lookout should 
you see some-
thing like the one 
shown at right 
spring up near 
you. 

Please contact me with your ideas of how we 
can work together for community improve-
ment: laurenellent@yahoo.com or 524-4267. 
If all of us put in small efforts, we’ll see great 
results!

The News
Old North Knoxvilleof 
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Monday, June 18th, 6:30 pm   
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Saturday, June 23rd   
ONK Neighborhood Yard Sale

ONK will run ad in News 
Sentinel & display signs.  You just 

get ready to sell!
#

Monday, July 9th, 6:30 pm  
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Monday, August 13th, 6:30 pm 
ONK Monthly Potluck and Board 
of Directors meeting, St. James 

Episcopal, 1101 N. Broadway 
(enter rear of fellowship hall off 

Folsom).
#

Save the date!
Thursday, September 13th , 

6 - 8 pm ONK Ice Cream Social at 
the Old North Knoxville Park  

on E. Oklahoma Ave.
#

Tuesday, October 2nd,  
National Night Out. Have a porch 
event and invite your neighbors. 
To volunteer or for questions, 

contact Pete Creel,  
rscreel@msn.com.

#

Emergency number: 911
Non-emergency: 215-4010
City Services information: 311
Codes Enforcement: 215-2130 
Report illegal uses of property,  
dangerous or unsanity conditions.
Neighborhood watch: 
Pete Creel, rscreel@msn.com.
Recycling pickup: Every other 
Friday morning. For example, 
June pickups: 1st, 15th, and 29th 
Trash pickup: Friday mornings.

Editor: David E. Booker 
Circulation Database:  Jesse  Ursery 
Contributors: Lauren Rider, Beth Booker, David  E. 
Booker. Photos courtesy of Lauren Rider, Travis 
Aslinger, Beth Booker, and David E. Booker

Old North News covers the news and events in and 
around Old North Knoxville and welcomes suggestions 
and contributions. Contact David E. Booker at penup@
bellsouth.net. Clip art courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com. 

Upcoming Events in 
Old North Knoxville  

Good to Know 

 



OVER THE TEN-PLUS YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN neighbor-
hood and First Creek Greenway cleanups in Old North 
Knoxville, the usual assortment of trash items have 

been found and thrown away. Items such as discarded cups 
and soda cans, shopping carts and mattresses, food wrappers, 
cigarette butts, and lottery tickets are among the “staples” 
found along 
the streets, 
and along and 
in the green-
way and 
creek.

Residents and 
those outside 
the neighbor-
hood – who 
have in re-
cent years 
outnumbered 
the neighbor-
hood resi-
dents partici-
pating – have 
also found an 
assortment 
of “curiosi-
ties.” Among 
the oddities at 
the April 21st 

First Creek 
Greenway 
cleanup 
were a small 
statue of Je-

extinguisher, 
and a bowl-
ing ball. 

Among 
the regu-
lar things 
found while 
working the 
area from of 
the Green-
way from 
Broadway to 
Grainger in-
cluded over 
20 bags of 
trash collect-

ed and put in the dumpster provided by the City of Knoxville.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED, including mem-
bers of Boy Scout Troop 246, who came from west Knoxville, 
and members of Living Stone Fellowship. Thank you, also, to 
those who live in Old North Knoxville who turned out to help.

On Saturday, April 7th, mem-
bers of Living Stone Fellowship 
Church helped Old North Knox-
ville residents gather trash from 
around the neighborhood in prepa-

Dogwood walking trail. A mattress 
and some other pieces of bed-
room furniture were re-deposited 
from along the alleyways in Old 
North to a waiting dumpster on 
loan from the city. All in all, over 

-
ment of trash items too big to but 
in bags wound up in the dumpster.

Thank you to all who helped with 
both cleanups, and thank you to 
Keep Knoxville Beautiful for 
bags, gloves, and other supplies. 
Thank you, as well, to Magpies on 
Central St., for generously supply-

ing a large selec-
tion of small, deli-
cious cupcakes. 

IT IS A SHAME THAT 
SO MUCH TRASH 
GATHERS along the 
streets and by the 
creek side. But un-
fortunately it does, 
and there will be 
a chance for Old 
North Knoxville 
residents to help 
out this fall, when 
there will be anoth-
er creek and green-

way cleanup, as well as neighborhood cleanup before the Old 

weekend in December. With all the hot weather come early 
this year, it may seem a little odd to mention it now, but plan-
ning is already underway because it will be here before you 
know it.

3

Old North Knoxville’s Cleanups, April 7th and 21st

-

-
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A look back at the 23rd ONK Victorian Holiday Home Tour

AS THE SUMMER HEAT IS ALREADY 
upon us, it seems a bit out of place 
to be talking Old North Knoxville 

Annual Holiday Home Tour, both the one 
recently passed and the one to come. The 

been for over twenty years now, and the 
December 3 and 4, 2011 edition attracted 
more than 1,200 people to tour the homes 
and take in the sights, sounds, and smells of 
the holiday season. 

Our home tour is dependent on a huge slate 
of volunteers; drafting a “thank you” list is 
a daunting task because it is quite easy to 
overlook someone. A great round of thanks 
goes to the neighbors who opened their 
doors for the event and put on the show: 
the McDaniel family, Nancy Roberts, the 
King family, Lisa and Mark Alexander,  
John Schmid, St. James Episcopal Church, 
the Finney family, the Stair family, Melissa May, the Pence-
Prince family.

There is also a group of neighbors who meet year-round to 
work and plan the event: Andy Anderson, Marvin and Dodi 
Payne, Jesse Ursery, Chester Kilgore, Ernie Roberts, Nancy 
Hugh, Lauren Rider, Susan Simpson, Cheryl Ball, Mike Brin, 
James Pierce, and Ray Abbas.

THE MANY VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED OUT: event photographer 
Travis Aslinger; artist Lesley Eaton for artwork; Lou Rus-
sell and Buddy’s Bar-B-Q for the ticket booth and generator; 
Community TV Channel 12 and David Vogel; James Pierce 
for a great number of helpful tasks; bus guides-Andy Ander-
son, Mark Parker, Steven Rider, Marvin Payne, Pete Creel, 

Laurence 
Eaton, and 
Sonja Ander-
son; ticket 
sales- Cheryl 
& Jonathan 
Ball, Mol-
ly Moore & 
Dodi Payne. 
Ornament 
Sales-Mar-
cus and Kris-
tina Phelps, 
Heather and 
Nathaniel 
Powell; Alli-
son & Grant 
Rosenberg 
for hosting 
the pre-tour 
event par-

ty; Jerry Rivers and Nancy Hugh for installing and removing 
bows on ONK lampposts and banner posts; Arin Streeter for 
research & historic descriptions for program; Cheryl Ball for 
preparing program; the Time Warp Tea Room for hosting our 
ornament sales and opening during the event.  

As has been the case for many years, there was a decorating 
contest, judged by folks from outside Old North Knoxville. 
There were 
two cat-
egories of 
decoration: 
traditional 
and con-
temporary, 
and three 
winners in 
each cat-
egory.

But as is 
often the 
case, it 
was not 
easy for 
the judg-
es, Becky 
Wade, City 
of Knox-
ville com-
munity de-
velopment 

-
-

-
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By DAVID E. BOOKER

IN THE PAST, THE POLICE HAVE HANDED OUT a few tickets for 
parking the wrong way on Old North Knoxville streets, 
and for parking up on the curbs and sidewalks. While this 

may have irritated some people, let me suggest that while 
parking the correct way and in the right direction can be irritat-
ing, it is not only the legal thing to do, it is the necessary one. 

The weight of vehicles destroys curbs. Four thousand-plus 
pounds repeatedly placed on the stone curbs break them down, 
and parking on the sidewalks or the strips of grass between 
the curb and the sidewalk destroy the sidewalks and the grass. 
According to city estimates, the cost to repair the sidewalk 
and curb in front of a house with 50-foot wide lot would be 
about $2000. For a 90 foot wide “double lot,” it would be over 
$3500. That’s your tax dollars and mine going for something 
we can prevent.

Sidewalks are an asset in Old North Knoxville. Along with our 
historic homes, we should all take care of them. We are for-
tunate to have them. Most neighborhoods in Knoxville don’t. 
Sidewalks add value not only to the neighborhood but also to 
each home. Unfortunately, once they are damaged, it can take 
years before the city comes out and repairs the sidewalk or 
curb, particularly in these tight budget times. 

Blocking sidewalks with cars and other vehicles also forces 
pedestrians out into the street, causing potential driving haz-
ards; and broken sidewalk pavement is harder to navigate, par-
ticularly for the handicapped.

This is also true for not parking in your yard. Not only is this 
illegal, but it is unsafe, and usually means driving over curbs 
and sidewalks to get in and out of the yard, breaking down 
these important elements that add value and safety to our 
neighborhood. 

move against it. This makes driving safer and easier for all of 
us. And should we all, because of a natural or man-made di-

-
rect parking will make leaving easier and safer.

It can be a bother to park the right way. Still, parking beside 
the curb and not on it or the sidewalk, and parking with the 

and makes our streets safer to drive on. It also allows the po-
lice to focus on other issues that are harder to correct, such as 
prostitution and burglaries, and even drunk drivers. By doing 
our part we help the police do theirs, and both parts make our 
neighborhood a nicer and safer place to live.

and Becky Dodson of Tennova Healthcare to select the win-
ners, so thanks go not only to the winners, but to all those who 
participated. The 2011 winners were:

Traditional: 
131 E. Scott, Caesar and Megan Stair 
712 E Scott, Elizabeth Lane 
121 E Glenwood, Jonathan and Cheryl Ball.

Contemporary: 
310 E. Oklahoma, Andie Ray and Noel Hudson 
122 Leonard,  James Pierce  and Beth Needham 
1200 Kenyon, Greg Williams.

WORK IS ALREADY BEGINNING ON THE 2012 ANNUAL HOLIDAY 
Home Tour and you are invited to have your house on display. 
While it is some work, those who have been on the tour enjoy 
themselves and many say it helps to put them in the holiday 
spirit and get their holiday work done a little sooner so that 
they then can truly enjoy the holidays.

Though it’s hard to think about as spring warms into sum-
mer, the Home 
Tour Committee 
is already gear-
ing up for the 
2012 Victorian 
Holiday Home 
Tour, December 
1 and 2, 2012. If 
you would like 
to help out, con-
tact Lauren Rider 
at laurenellent@
yahoo.com or 
865-524-4267.

A look back at the 23rd ONK Victorian Holiday Home Tour (continued)

-
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First, review the guidelines 
here: www.oldnorthknoxville.

org/design_guidelines.pdf.

Appropriateness. The base fee 
is $50, which covers the cost 
of the public notice required for 
your application.

Depending on the level of work 

can be issued right away. More 
extensive projects will go to 
the Historic Zoning Commission 
(HZC), which meets once per 
month. 

Work plans are reviewed by 
the HZC and, upon approval, a 

(CA) is issued. When you have 
received your CA, you can use it 
to apply for the building permit 
you will need if you plan to spend 
more than $100 on the outside 
work. 

two years and can be renewed 
if you don’t get the work done 
before it expires. You can put as 
many repairs on one application 
as you want, so plan ahead..

is needed :adding storm doors or 
windows, window replacements, 
repairs to siding or wood trim, 
porch repairs (railings, columns, 

repairs (foundation, chimneys or 
exterior walls).

This chart describes the 
process: http://archive.

knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/

certappr.pdf.

Questions? Contact Kaye 
Graybeal, Metropolitan Planning 
Commission, at 215-2500 or 
kaye.graybeal@knoxmpc.org.

Within ONK, contact James 
Pierce, ONK’s representative at 
HZC meetings, 546-0509;

Sean Bolen, Historic Zoning 
Commissioner, Sean.Bolen@

kcc.com; 

Lauren Rider, ONK President, 
524-4267 or laurenellent@

yahoo.com.

Planning work on 
the exterior of a  
H1 zoned home?  

Mayor, staff meet with area residents

ON MAY 9, 2012, 
KNOXVILLE MAY-
OR Madeline Rog-

ero and senior members of 
her staff met with residents 
and business owners from 
Fourth and Gill, Old North 
Knoxville, and surround-
ing area to listen to an up-
date on FOCUS (Following 
Our Choices Unto Success) 
Group Ministries, which had 
been attempting to open a 
30-member halfway house at 
826 N. Broadway. They also 
met to discuss the concen-
tration of halfway houses, 
homeless shelters, and simi-
lar services in the area north 
of downtown Knoxville.

City of Knoxville Law Di-
rector Charles W. Swan-
son provided an update on 
FOCUS, including their be-
ing in violation of a city ordinance, and their 
coming into compliance with that ordinance. 
As of the time of the meeting, Swanson said 
he had no reason to doubt that FOCUS was 
now in compliance with the city ordinance.

The mayor and other members of her staff, in-
cluding Director of Policy Development Bill 
Lyons and Director of Redevelopment Bob 
Whetsel acknowledged that there is an is-
sue of over-concentration of halfway hous-
es, homeless shelters, and similar services in 
the area immediately north of downtown. The 
mayor said the groups providing these ser-

vices are engaged in a necessary part of the 
social fabric, but that no section of city should 
be stressed with too many of them. 

THIS LED TO THE START OF A DISCUSSION about 
what could be done to deal with this issue in 
the future. The mayor said she and her staff 
would look into what is being done in other 
cities, particularly those in Tennessee, and 
what additional ordinance(s) might be need-
ed. Several council members were also in at-
tendance at the meeting, including Council-
men Nick Della Volpe of the Fourth District 
(which includes the area north of downtown), 
Marshall Stair, and George Wallace. 

“As you can see,” Mayor Rog-
ero said at one point, “you have 
our attention” on this issue.

Thank you to Central United 
Methodist Church in the Fourth 
and Gill neighborhood for pro-
viding the meeting space.

-
-
-

-



I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM!

Okay, it’s a old phrase, but it is time again for Old North 
Knoxville’s annual Ice Cream Social. 

This years event will be held on 
 

Come down to Old North Knoxville Park at 

ice cream, neighbors bring a topping or treat 
to share. The City of Knoxville Fire Depart-

to tour. The Knoxville Police Department 
will be there with police cars and neighbor-
hood watch information. 

Work on the Park

WORK CONTINUES AT THE OLD NORTH 
KNOXVILLE PARK.  Neighbors meet to continue weed-
ing and plant maintenance at the site. After much dis-

cussion, the City of Knoxville has agreed to replace the 6-foot 
swing bench crushed by a fallen tree during a 2011 storm. This 
bench should be in place by the fall Ice Cream Social. 

Fundraising continues as Old North Knoxville works toward the 
proposed gazebo. All construction must meet ADA and City of 
Knoxville codes. Our initial quotes for purchasing a metal ga-
zebo for the site were nearly $70,000. We continue to work to-

-
ing a less costly gazebo option. 

part of this ongoing project, please contact Beth Booker at 
kalrecop@bellsouth.net.

National Night Out moves to October
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KNOXVILLE’S OBSERVATION OF NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
(NNO) is moving from August to October.

NNO is a nationwide program, now in its twenty-
ninth year, to promote neighborhood spirit, heighten aware-
ness of crime and drug prevention, highlight police-com-

criminals that neighborhoods are organized 

The event is promoted by the National As-
sociation of Town Watch and typically is 

gave state and local jurisdictions the option of celebrating the 
event in October, and the City has now opted to hold NNO 
on Tuesday, October 2.

WHAT DOES NNO MEAN TO YOU? Well, organize a block or 
porch party! It can be as simple as sharing lemonade with 
your immediate neighbors. This event is about getting out-
side, meeting with neighbors and KPD representatives. If 
you’d like to plan a NNO event for October 2nd, let our 
Neighborhood Watch chair, Pete Creel, know. He’ll notify 

KPD reps to stop by and you may even get a few *free* t-
shirts.

Pete Creel can be reached at rscreel@msn.com.

Also, visit http://www.nationalnightout.org or contact KPD’s 
Education Unit at .

Easy things to do to protect yourself.and 
your property:

Keep your doors locked, both home and car.

Keep easily stolen things such as CDs and DVDs out of easy 
sight from car and home windows.

Keep windows locked.

Keep proch lights on at night, or if motion sensitive, have 
that feature turned on.

If you see something suspicious, dial 215-4010.

For em ergencies, dial 911.

  

Thursday, Septem-
ber 13th starting at 6 pm.

October 2nd is the 

new date for NNO. 
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ONK Quick List of Events:
ONK Potluck and Board Meetings: June 18th, 
July 9th, August 13th, starting at 6:30 pm.
ONK Neighborhood Yard Sale: June 23rd
Annual Ice Cream Social: September 13th, 6:pm 
National Night Out: October 2nd.

Old North Knoxville, Inc. (ONK) was established 
in 1978 to preserve, promote, and protect the 
neighborhood, which is a residential and business 
district built from the 1880s to the 1940s. It includes 
the triangle formed by Central St., Broadway, and 
Woodland Ave., as well as the area east of Broadway 
bounded by Cecil Ave., Sixth Ave., Glenwood Ave. 
and Broadway. ONK strives to provide a forum for 
information, support and sharing among members 
and residents of Old North Knoxville. ONK board 
meetings and neighborhood potlucks are usually 
held on the second Monday of each month. 
President, Lauren Rider; 1st Vice President, (vacant); 
2nd Vice President, (vacant); Secretary, Nancy Hugh; 
Treasurer, Rhonda Parker. Board Members: Laurence 
Eaton, Ernie Roberts, Jeremy Jennings, Jonathon 
Ball, James Pierce, Beth Booker, Lauren Rider, Doug 
McDaniel, Janice Lewis, Marcus Phelps, Dodi Payne, 
Rhonda Parker, Pete Creel,Nancy Hugh, Dan Schuh, 
Sean Bolen, Kim Davis and Chester Kilgore, emeritis.

 Newsletter Editor: David E. Booker. Send 
newsletter e-mail messages to penup@bellsouth.net. 
Webmistress: (vacant), www.oldnorthknoxville. org. 
Dues are $10, $15, and $25. ONK does not discriminate 
against any person because of race, age, gender, 
handicap, or country of national origin. 

If you would like to become a member 

below and submit annual dues of $10 for 
individuals, $15 for households, or $25 
for businesses to: P.O. Box 3896, Knox-
ville, TN 37927. Renters, homeowners, 
people interested in historic Old North 
Knoxville can join and will receive the 
newsletter. Membership questions:  
laurenellent@yahoo.com.
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