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H-1 Guidelines - Do They Apply to My House?
ONK is composed of many wonderful buildings. The architectural significance and
beauty of many of the areas structures is protected by an H-1 overlay, meaning we are a
Historic Overlay District. Historic Overlay Districts (H-1 zoning) have a set of design
guidelines that residents and the Knoxville Historic Zoning Commission (a division of
Knoxville's Metropolitan Planning Commission [MPC]) use to guide repairs and exterior
work. If you are not certain if your property is in the H-1 Overlay, call Ann Bennett at the
Historic Zoning Commission at 215-2500, and she will gladly give you that information.
You can also search your address at www.kgis.org. Click on the zoning map to see if your
house is zoned H-1.
The streets that do have H-1 zoning are: E. Scott, E. Oklahoma, W. Glenwood,
Armstrong, Grainger, Leonard Place, Fremont, Folsom, Harvey, Cornelia, Kenyon, one
house on 4th Ave. and a few other
streets/addresses.
Some people (like myself)
specifically sought a house within
the H-1 zoning when buying a
house. The H-1 zoning offers
protection and helps preserve the
historic and architectural features of
the neighborhood by offering
guidance for renovations to
individual structures. Some people
may not look at zoning before they
purchase a house, they just buy the
house because they like it and they
like the historic look and feel of the
surrounding community.

Do You Live in ONK?
If you have received this newsletter, you probably do! ONK, Inc. formed in the 1970's
and was bounded by Woodland, Broadway and Central - a pie-shaped neighborhood. In the
early 1990's the Brownlow community joined ONK, making ONK an even bigger
neighborhood. Brownlow had it's own Board of Directors, officers and treasury. Their
boundaries were: Cecil to 6th Ave to E. Glenwood to Broadway. Since that merger, ONK's
boundaries have been Central to Woodland to Broadway- turn on Cecil to 6th Ave to E.
Glenwood to Broadway, and back to the Broadway/Central intersection. Our boundaries
run down the middle of the noted streets - meaning, on Woodland Ave, houses on the south
side are within ONK's boundaries.
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Tips on Repairs for Historic Home Owners
As residents of old houses, we often find ourselves thinking about home repairs or
improvements. Proper maintenance and/or restoration has helped many ONK homes (and a
few outbuildings) last 100 years or more. With care, they will be here another 100 years. Thus
is the goal of ONK, Inc.— our mission is specifically to preserve, promote and protect this
historic district. Making sure a historic house and architectural gem makes it to it's 150 th or
200th birthday is a big responsibility! But it can be made easy, so read on for some tips.
Before launching any project, it is important to know all interior and exterior work
requires a permit from the City of Knoxville. This is a legal requirement, whether you do the
work or hire a contractor, for any work totaling over $100 (materials and labor combined).
And, as we all know, very little can be done for under $100...which means almost anything
requires a permit (some exceptions are fences and painting). Now, before you start groaning
about the cost or time to get a permit, you should note that a permit actually protects you, the
homeowner, and your house. One thing recently learned from the city's department of Plans
Review and Inspections is when a contractor (general or sub) gets the permit, they are required
to prove they are licensed AND they must prove their workman's compensation. If the
homeowner gets the permit (or fails to get it), they are liable for workmen's compensation.
That means if someone gets hurt working on your property, you, the homeowner is
liable! That may make you responsible for someone's medical bills. So, the safest route is to
get the permit as legally required. The homeowner is ultimately responsible for the permit, and
thus, should be sure the hired worker (a licensed contractor) gets the permit. Homeowner's can
do their own work and pull their permit as the homeowner of residence. For complete
information and FAQ's review, visit http://www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/plansreview/building.asp or
call (865) 215-2999.
For homes in ONK that are zoned H-1, protected by the Historic Overlay, a Certificate of
Appropriateness is required before you are issued a building permit for exterior work.
Applications to the Historic Zoning Commission (HZC) are always due the first Thursday of
the month, allowing time for public notice in the newspaper. The meetings are scheduled the
third Thursday of the month, 8:30 a.m. at the City/County building. You can watch HZC on
CTV-channel 12 or on CTV's website. After a successful hearing at HZC, you will have a
Certificate of Appropriateness (CA) for your planned work. With the CA, a permit for exterior
repairs to a house zoned H-1 can be issued. A printed copy of your CA is required for a permit
- bring it with you or get a printed copy from the MPC office (4th Floor, City/County
building). If you have specific questions about HZC applications, Historic Zoning staff, Ann
Bennett can help you (215-2500) or contact our neighborhood liaison, James Pierce at
jpierce111@bellsouth.net or call 546-0509.
Applications and guidelines for the H-1 Overlay can be reviewed at: www.knoxmpc.org/
historic/comm/commiss.htm In-kind repairs of roofing, windows, siding or trim of $100 or
more require a Level-1 certificate. More substantial repairs, additions or alterations may
be classified as a Level-2 or Level-3 certificate.
So, in summary, here's how you can initiate your project:
1. Plan repairs that are needed.
2. If your house is within the H-1 zoning overlay, review the ONK guidelines that apply to
your project (windows-including storms, doors, trim, siding, porches, steps, roofs,
chimneys, foundations and outbuildings): http://archive.knoxmpc.org/historic/dguides/
oldnorth.pdf. The guidelines pertain to materials, style and placement that are appropriate
to the architectural style.
3. Apply to Historic Zoning Commission by completing an application and reviewing any
questions with HZC staff, Ann Bennett. (*TIP: Put every project you might do in the next
several years on your application. Approval is good for two years; if your CA expires, it
can be renewed. This allows you to easily get all projects approved at one time and saves
you time and money).
4. After the HZC approval, take your CA to get a permit at Knoxville Inspections
Department. If your contractor is getting the permit, they will need your CA. A
contractor can also make application to HZC for you.
If you still have questions ask around. There are lots of folks in the neighborhood that can
help you easily navigate your way through home repairs. You can also try posting your
questions to the ONK yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ONK/.
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Good to Know
Emergency

911

Non-Emergency

215-4010

City Services

311

Codes Enforcement 215-2130
Neighborhood Watch: Pete

Creel, rscreel@bellsouth.net
Trash Pickup: Friday AM

Keep up with ONK news at:
www.oldnorthknoxville.org

Join our yahoo group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
ONK/

Facebook:
Old North Knoxville Historic
District:
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=77797179658

ONK Board of Directors
Term Ending 2011

Cathy Shuck - Treasurer
Kim Davis
Marvin Payne
Andy Anderson
Jonathan Ball
Jeremy Jennings
Cynthia Runyon - First VP

Term Ending 2012

Sean Bolen
Nancy Hugh - Secretary
Laurence Eaton
Chester Kilgore
Lauren Rider - President
Ernie Roberts
Daniel Schuh

Term Ending 2013

James Pierce, Historic
Preservation
Ray Abbas
Janice Lewis
Dodi Payne - Second VP
Rhonda Parker
Jerry Rivers
Allison Sprouse
Webmaster: Doug McDaniel
Editor: Martha Andrus
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2010 Holiday Home Tour a Success!
ONK is proud to have hosted another successful
Holiday Home Tour, our 22nd Annual event. In spite
of some drizzly and snowy weather, we welcomed
over 900 guests into ten ONK homes. A great thanks
and round of applause to all the neighbors that
participated. The list of neighbors that volunteer is
extensive - on buses, in the ticket booth, selling
ornaments and in homes. We are particularly
grateful to the homeowners that opened their doors
and decorated. The crowds were pleased. We have a
reputation for putting on a good show thanks to the
2010 tour homeowners: The Hughes on Kenyon; on
E. Oklahoma, thanks to the Beenes, the Stewarts, the
Sprouses, the Paynes; on E. Scott, thanks to the
Rosenbergs and the Brechkos; the Addair-Walker
house on Armstrong; the Hale family on W.
Glenwood and the Fergusons on Thompson Place.
An additional thanks is due to Tim Sparer and
Cathy Shuck on W. Glenwood for hosting the annual
pre-tour party that kicks off the weekend event. They
cooked up a great, delicious spread of hearty food.
410 Oklahoma, The Beene House
If you are interested in helping with the 2011
event, contact Lauren Rider, laurenellent@yahoo.com or call 524-4267. We will need homes on both sides of Broadway. We are
also looking for neighbors to help sell ads in the calendar, manage volunteers and bring any new ideas or creativity to the event.

510 E. Scott, The Brechko House

House #3 on tour
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2010 Holiday Decorating
Contest Winners!
Thanks to all the neighbors that decorated
for the Christmas holiday season! Our annual
holiday decorating contest was judged on
Friday, December 3, the eve of our Victorian
Holiday Home Tour. Just in case you were
wondering, there is method behind the
madness. The decorating contest was devised
to inspire neighbors to decorate the
neighborhood in time for the home tour. With
nearly 1000 visitors for the home tour
weekend, your exterior decorations add to the
ambiance. So thanks to ALL of the neighbors
who decorated!
Now, let's talk about our winners! After
much debate about light colors, bulb sizes,
decor style and degrees/amounts of decor, our
three "mystery" judges were able to agree on
six favorites:
The winners in the Traditional category
(unlighted):
 Jeanne (517 E. Scott Ave.)
 Kendall & Julie (206 W. Glenwood)
 Rose Mortuary (1421 Broadway)
The winners in the Contemporary category
(lighted):
 Darron & David (1820 Luttrell)
 Sean (115 E. Scott)
 Greg & Jessica (1200 Kenyon)

Neighbor Mary and baby Jewel enjoy an evening
with neighbors and master gardening insight.

All six winners received a $25 gift card to
Three Rivers Market, a sponsor of our Home
Tour event. Three judges are chosen each year
to tour the neighborhood and select the six
winners. Neighbor Bryant Ayers graciously
drove the judges through the neighborhood - all
streets, two times each. The judges see all
houses in the light (after 4 p.m.) and in the dark
(after 5:30 p.m.).
Our judges for 2010 were: Carlene
Malone (former Council member, 4th district),
Madeline Rogero (former City of Knoxville
Community Development Director) and
Robert Anders (MPC Commissioner and CEO
of Holston Gases).
We are very thankful for the time and
assistance from our guest judges and for our
neighbor Bryant's help in driving the judges
around. Thanks also go to Chester Kilgore for
hosting the judges as they collaborated and to
all the neighbors that decorated.
Thanks so much to all.
Neighbors listen to organic gardening speaker, Barbra Bunting,
at the February 14th ONK Potluck/Community meeting.
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Snow Day in Old North Knoxville!
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Calendar of Events
April 7
Application DeadlineHistoric Zoning Commission
(Meeting April 21)
April XX, 7p.m.
ONK Board of Directors meeting
Location TBA. All welcome.
April 11, 6:30p.m.
ONK Potluck, St. James Episcopal,
1101 N. Broadway
May 5
Application DeadlineHistoric Zoning Commission
(Meeting May 19)
May XX, 7p.m.
ONK Board of Directors meeting
Location TBA. All welcome.
May 7
ONK Annual Spring Yard Sale

ONK residents, young and
old, bundled up and headed
out to enjoy the snow that fell
on Knoxville in early
January.

May 9, 6:30p.m.
ONK Potluck, St. James Episcopal
1101 N. Broadway
Joint Potluck with 4th & Gill
neighbors
Historic Zoning Commission,
Knoxville Metropolitan Planning
Commission
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/
comm/commiss.htm
ONK Design Guidelines: http://
www.oldnorthknoxville.org/
design_guidelines.pdf
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Join Us at Our Next Potluck/Community Meeting
If you haven't been to an ONK Potluck, come join us. At each meeting, ONK provides drinks & a main dish (usually ham or
BBQ). Bring a side dish or dessert and socialize with neighbors over dinner. Items can be store bought or homemade. Our KPD
liaison officer provides a police update and fields questions you may have. At most meetings, we schedule a speaker of
neighborhood interest. A babysitter and playroom is provided for the kids.
Meetings are held the second Monday of each month from 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall of St. James Episcopal
at 1101 N. Broadway. The door to the Fellowship hall faces the back of the Boys and Girls club.

April 11
Guest: CFI Insulation - Chris Gordon will give information about retrofitting older houses with insulation. There are several
insulation products to choose from (open
cell foam, closed cell foam, batts, loose
fill) and several approaches to adding the
material. CFI has an infrared camera to
measure R-levels in walls and floors. The
cost of adding insulation is often less
expensive than you might imagine.

May 9
Joint Potluck - ONK hosts our 4th & Gill
neighbors. Guest: Cheryl Ball will speak to
us about the city's new Household
Recycling Program.
We hope to see you at our next
meeting.

ONK residents observe special guest Barbara Bunting,
gardening expert, at the February meeting.

Discover the Hidden Treasure of
Historic Old North Knoxville:
Preserving the past; protecting the future.

Old North Knoxville, Inc.
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Knoxville, TN 37927-3868
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