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How do you say holiday in ONK?  Home Tour!  That's right, it's finally here!  The 

22nd Annual Victorian Holiday Home Tour!  Home owners and volunteers will participate 

in the pre-tour on Friday night, December 3rd.  If you would like to volunteer and join us, 

contact Lauren Rider at 524-4267 or laurenellent at yahoo.com. 

If you'd like to buy tickets (or tell your family, friends or co-workers where to buy 

tickets), they are on sale until Friday, December 3rd at midnight at 16 area Kroger 

stores.  Advance tickets are $9. Day of event tickets are $12 at the ticket booth located in 

the St. Mary's Hospital Woodland Ave. parking lot. Seniors are $9 and children under 12 

are free with an adult. 

Holiday Home Tour Edition! 

Saturday,  
December 4 
Candlelight 

Tour 
4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Sunday,  
December 5 
Afternoon  

Tour 
12:30 –5:00 p.m. 

Holiday Tour House #5 

131 Oklahoma 

The Payne House 

Holiday Tour House #9 

122 W. Glenwood Ave. 

The Hale House 

http://yahoo.com
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Webmaster: Doug McDaniel 
Editor: Martha Andrus 

Emergency        911 
 

Non-Emergency         215-4010 
 

City Services       311 
 

Codes Enforcement   215-2130 
 

Neighborhood Watch:  Pete 
Creel, rscreel@bellsouth.net 
 

Trash Pickup:  Friday AM 

Good to Know 

Keep up with ONK news at: 
www.oldnorthknoxville.org 
 

Join our yahoo group:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
ONK/ 
 

Facebook:  
Old North Knoxville Historic 
District:  
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=77797179658 

ONK Board of Directors 
 

Term Ending 2011 
Cathy Shuck - Treasurer 
Kim Davis 
Marvin Payne 
Andy Anderson 
Jonathan Ball 
Jeremy Jennings 
Cynthia Runyon - First VP 
 

Term Ending 2012 
Sean Bolen 
Nancy Hugh - Secretary 
Laurence Eaton 
Chester Kilgore 
Lauren Rider - President 
Ernie Roberts 
Daniel Schuh 
 

Term Ending 2013 
James Pierce, Historic  
    Preservation 
Ray Abbas 
Janice Lewis 
Dodi Payne - Second VP 
Rhonda Parker 
Jerry Rivers 
Allison Sprouse 

Holiday Home Tour Ornaments 
 

Each year, ONK commissions a 24-karat gold holiday ornament.  The ornament is a 3-D 

engraved replica of an ONK house, selected from 

the previous years home tour houses.  Our 2009 

event included 12 homes, making the home tour 

committee's decision particularly hard!  We had a 

lengthy discussion and ultimately chose 241 

Baxter.  We consider style and what collectors 

might want when making the decision, and well, 

all of the homes are beautiful and unique!  It's 

truly a hard choice each year.   

The Baxter Avenue house is the 8th 

ornament in the ONK ornament series. 

Ornaments are available in yellow and white 

gold.  The first ornament in the series, 1319 

Grainger, is 

almost sold 

out!  Only 7 

ornaments are 

left, available 

only in yellow 

gold.  Other house 

ornament 

addresses include: 

203 W. 

Glenwood, 131 E. 

Scott, 1001 

Thompson Place, 

505 E. Scott, 121 

E. Scott, 209 W. Glenwood. 

If you are interested in buying an ornament contact Karen Wilkinson at 

karenlwilk@gmail.com or 406-8506.  

It’s a Decorating Contest! 
 

It's time to DECORATE!  The 12th Annual Holiday Exterior Decorating Contest is 

judged on Friday, December 3rd.  Judging begins at 4pm.  Three prominent mystery judges 

will drive EVERY street and see EVERY house in ONK to decide on 6 winners: 3 Traditional 

and 3 Contemporary (includes lighted displays).  The judges see every house in the daylight 

and then every house in the dark...that's two trips past each house!  So put up some 

decorations!  The judges may pick YOU to win a Three Rivers Market gift card.  Did you 

know they sell fantastic ice cream and wonderful fresh spices?  If you haven't been there, use 

that gift card to check out our local co-op. You'll be pleasantly surprised! 

We'll reveal the mystery judges in the next 2011 newsletter and name all 6 winners with 

photos. 

If you live within these boundaries, the judges will pass your house: the triangle bounded 

by Central-Woodland-Broadway and the area bounded by Cecil-6th Ave.- E. Glenwood 

(formerly the Brownlow Community that joined ONK in 1992).  We also include the houses 

on 4th Ave. between Glenwood & Hall of Fame. 

 Be creative, tasteful or tacky. Just DECORATE!! 

http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ONK/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ONK/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=77797179658
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=77797179658
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Tour de Lights Bike Ride 
by Kelley Segars 
 

The 4th annual Tour de Lights bike ride is Thursday, December 16 and once 

again will be coming through our neighborhood. More than 450 people showed up 

last year! If you aren’t planning on participating in the ride, you can help ONK win 

the Most Welcoming Neighborhood award by decorating your house/yard for the 

holidays, and being out on your porches or in your yards when the group goes by. 

You can view the route online at www.knoxtrans.org. If you are on the route, 

expect to see a flyer at your door in December with more details. The ride starts 

downtown on Market St./Krutch Park at 7 p.m., goes through south 4th & Gill 

briefly, then tours ONK on Stewart, Anderson, Scott, Glenwood, Oklahoma, 

Cornelia, Kern Pl. and Armstrong. It's difficult to say exactly when the group will 

be by your house, but an estimate puts them coming through between 7:25 and 

7:45 p.m. 

There will be a caroling stop at Anderson and Central (near Toot's!) so you can 

also head down there and join in the singing and possibly hand out candy canes. 

(It's a festive way to get the fastest riders to stop and let others catch up). 

For more information, call the Bicycle Program at 215-3815 or email                       

kelley.segars@knoxtrans.org. 

Welcoming Committee 
 

If you have new neighbors who have moved into ONK within the 

last four months, please let the welcoming committee know at 

merylkeegan@yahoo.com. The welcoming committee will make up a 

welcome basket and 

deliver it to the new 

residents. Don’t we live 

in a great neighborhood? 

Community Garden Project 
 

ONK is initiating a Community Garden at the intersection of 

Stewart and Silver (behind the old Sears building on Central Ave). 

The community garden will be ready for planting this spring, but 

only with your help!  Please visit http://onkgardens.ning.com/ and 

join us at the February Potluck for more information. The potluck 

will be held on February 14th, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall of St. James Episcopal Church, 1101 N. 

Broadway. 

ONK was awarded an $800 grant from East Tennessee 

Foundation to plant an orchard at the garden site.  Please, get 

involved if you're interested.  

Co-chairs Kristina McClean & Cynthia Runyan worked with 

other volunteers to clear debris and brush from the lot on October 

16th.  Join in and help this project take-off.  Claim your plot and 

build a raised bed.  Plots are available to Fourth and Gill residents 

as well. 

Holiday Tour House #7 

510 E. Scott 

The Brechko House 

Hagen Rider 

Kristina McClean, Marcus Phelps,  

Althea and Margaret Baumgardner 

http://www.knoxtrans.org/
mailto:kelley.segars@knoxtrans.org
mailto:merylkeegan@yahoo.com
http://onkgardens.ning.com/
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Mrs. Lynn’s  

Twelve Days of Christmas 

By Andy and Jo Ann Anderson 

 

A brief history of a long-time neighbor  
and his Christmas traditions 

Mrs. Edith Lynn, a longtime resident of Old North 

Knoxville, was a very interesting and colorful lady. She was 

born in 1891 and passed away December 16, 1988. She died 

four days before her 97th birthday. She lived on West 

Glenwood Avenue in a house, that she told us, was built by her 

husband-to-be, Dr. William Lynn.  Mrs. Lynn lived there from 

her wedding in 1913 until her death.  

She was a troop leader of Girl Scout Troup 12 for 37 years. 

When she retired from the troop in 1965, her troop number was 

also retired. One of Mrs. Lynn's interests was celebrating the 

Twelve Days of Christmas, which began on Christmas Day and 

went into the next year. Her 

Girl Scouts would help set up 

a live tree and place real 

candles on it. Twelve different 

people were invited to her 

party on each of the twelve 

nights. Additionally, there was 

always someone standing on 

her basement steps with a 

water hose, in case the tree 

caught on fire. 

Jo Ann and I attended 

several of her parties.  The 

same two games were always 

played and involved two 

collections Mrs. Lynn kept. 

She had a mouse 

collection she was very proud 

of, which included ceramic, 

wood, marble, pottery, and paper mache mice.  They ranged in 

size, with the largest mouse approximately 3 inches tall.  One 

game was to hide a small mouse collectible (in plain sight) in 

her living room and the guests (who were in another room when 

the mouse was hidden) would then try to find it. When each 

person found the mouse, they would quietly sit down and the 

last person to find it, was the last one standing and the game's 

loser.  

For the second game, Mrs. Lynn would then pass out 

various copies of the book The Night Before Christmas. She had 

an extensive collection which included different versions of the 

book by different authors and illustrators.  Using the different 

versions of the book, guests would count the number of mice 

illustrated in the version they'd been handed. The one with the 

most mice would receive a miniature Heath candy bar.  

When it was time to light the tree, everyone would leave 

the room except for Mrs. Lynn and one other person who 

helped light the candles. Before everyone returned, she started 

playing a recording of O’ Tannenbaum (O’ Christmas Tree), 

sung by Nat King Cole. As her guests returned to a room that 

was only lit by candles, she would tell everyone to squint their 

eyes and notice how the candle flames looked like stars. Mrs. 

Lynn would then start putting out the candles until only one was 

left lit, at which point she would call attention to the amount of 

light the one candle put out.  

Then came refreshments. The refreshments were always the 

same. You were given a Heath bar, two lemon thin cookies, 

some chips (always the same number), and punch. This was 

served on her Wedgwood collector plates that were dated. The 

guest with the oldest plate won an extra Heath bar. Mrs. Lynn 

had a piano in her living room and someone played Christmas 

songs after refreshments were finished. On the twelfth night her 

former Girl Scouts helped take down the tree. They would then 

burn it in her back yard. It always burnt very fast because it was 

so dry!  

She was always proud of her Girl Scouts, several of whom 

went on to earn the top Girl Scout awards. According to the 

alumni at Girl Scout headquarters, Mrs. Lynn was known as a 

strict, but loving, disciplinarian. She believed in the Girl Scout 

Promise, the Laws, The Girl 

Scout way, having respect, 

and being patriotic.  

      Mrs. Lynn was personal 

friends with Olave, Lady 

Baden-Powell (pronounced 

Poewell) as Mrs. Lynn was 

quick to correct anyone who 

pronounced it like it looks. 

Lady Baden-Powell's late 

husband was Lord Robert 

Baden-Powell who started the 

Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 

(now the Girl Scouts) 

movements. Mrs. Lynn stayed 

at Lady Baden-Powell's home 

in England and Lady Baden-

Powell stayed with Mrs. Lynn 

here in Knoxville. Lady Baden-

Powell was known to Girl Scouts as the Chief World Guide. 

The Tanasi Girl Scout Council developed the Edith Lynn 

Heritage Award in the early 1980's to honor what was termed as 

Mrs. Girl Scout of Knoxville.  

Another colorful aspect of Mrs. Lynn was a story in the 

original The Knoxville Journal written in 1979. The article was 

a feature written in Tennessee Travels by Vic Weals. It was 

about Mrs. Lynn learning to drive a car in 1912. She was taught 

by her future husband, Dr. William Napolean Lynn, who at that 

time was the superintendent at the Lincoln Memorial Hospital. 

This hospital was located across the street from where the 

General Hospital was located. Both of these hospitals have been 

torn down and the Knox Co. Health Department is now where 

the old General Hospital was located. Mrs. Lynn learned to 

drive on an automobile called a Marathon. In the article, it was 

written that she "Is one of three women in Knoxville who now 

drive their own automobile". Dr. Lynn left the Lincoln 

Memorial Hospital for private practice and was eventually one 

of the founding doctors of St. Mary's Hospital. He passed away 

in 1942.  

In the years we knew Mrs. Lynn, she was quite an 

interesting person and a good neighbor. 

Former residence of Mrs. Lynn 
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Calendar of Events 
 

December 2 

Application Deadline-  

Historic Zoning Commission 

(Meeting December 16) 
 

December 3-5, 10-12 

Handmade Holiday Trunk Show 

15 Market Square 

Visit http://duchesscraft.com/ for  

more information. 
 

December 4-5 

ONK’s 22nd Annual Victorian 

Holiday Home Tour 

Saturday tour begins at 4 p.m. 

Sunday tour begins at 12:30 p.m. 
 

January 3, 7p.m. 

ONK Board of Directors meeting 

Location TBA. All welcome. 
 

January 6 
Application Deadline-  

Historic Zoning Commission 

(Meeting January 20) 

  

January 10, 6:30p.m.  

ONK Potluck, St. James Episcopal, 

1101 N. Broadway  
 

February 3 
Application Deadline-  

Historic Zoning Commission 

(Meeting February 17) 
 

February 7, 7p.m. 
ONK Board of Directors meeting 

Location TBA. All welcome. 

 

February 14, 6:30p.m. 

ONK Potluck, St. James Episcopal 

1101 N. Broadway 
 

Historic Zoning Commission, 

Knoxville Metropolitan Planning 

Commission 

http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/

comm/commiss.htm 
 

ONK Design Guidelines: http://

www.oldnorthknoxville.org/

design_guidelines.pdf 

Things to be Thankful For  

 Thanks to great neighbors who cared for 

and worked on the Cornelia/Scott traffic 

circle:  Mary Ireland for weeding and 

cleaning up the traffic circle; Nancy Hugh 

and Jason Elgin of the The Other Side 

Lawn Service for the recent fall planting 

and new mulch. 

 Thanks to great neighbors who helped with 

the Home Tour Press Kit preparation: 

David Booker, Rebecca McCurdy, Karen 

Wilkerson, Andy Anderson, Chet 

Kilgore, Holly Harbin, Cynthia Runyan. 

Your help was much appreciated! 

 Thanks to the 

Shuck-Sparer family for hosting the much anticipated 

Home Tour pre-tour party!  This is the annual holiday 

party for ONK. All neighbors involved in the home tour 

are invited for food, drink and camaraderie.  

 Thanks to all ten homeowners who are opening their 

doors for this year's home tour!  Can't wait to see their 

exciting holiday decor and experience the excitement of 

our 22nd Annual Victorian Holiday Home Tour!  It's 

really fun to bring holiday cheer to so many Knoxville-

area families. 

 Thanks to all who volunteered Saturday, November 

6th to clean-up various streets throughout ONK. 

Cynthia Runyan and her family hosted a great post-

clean-up luncheon with soup and other yummy 

treats.  Nancy & Dan Hugh drove ONK and picked up 

large items and filled bags.  Other volunteers on the 

street were: Hunter Runyan, Beth & David Booker, 

Jonathan & Cheryl Ball, Kim Davis, Sarah Beene and Marin Rieman.  If you 

cleaned up and your name isn't listed, let me know and we'll add it in the next 

newsletter! Cynthia and her mom drove around and picked up the following from 

the streetscape: queen mattress, box 

springs, frame, headboard/footboard, two 

TV's, coffee table, chairs. Wow! What a 

haul!  And thank you Cynthia for 

organizing and getting the dumpster!  We 

are now ready to welcome a whole bunch 

of holiday company! 

 Thanks to the many, many businesses and 

individuals that bought ad space in the 

ONK Home Tour calendar for our Annual 

Holiday Home Tour.  This great event 

happens the first weekend of each 

December and is a valuable showcase for 

our neighborhood.  We could not do this 

without the support of our advertisers. 

When you call or visit one of these businesses say "Thanks for supporting the ONK 

Home Tour."  Their support pays for the buses and print costs associated with the 

tour.  We are deeply grateful!  A complete list of supporters will be in the next 

ONK newsletter. 

Traffic circle at Cornelia/Scott 

Beth Booker 

Christmas in the City Press Kit 

http://duchesscraft.com/
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf
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FAQ about Home Repairs 
 

A building permit is 

required by the City of 

Knoxville for any work over 

$100. That includes roof and 

siding repairs or replacement. 

Homeowners and Contractors 

can pull a permit.  More info can be found at:       

215-2999 or www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/

plansreview/building.asp 

If your home is within ONK's H-1 Overlay, 

contact and file an application with the Historic 

Zoning Staff prior to pulling a building permit. 

Information on applications and the guidelines 

can be found at:  www.knoxmpc.org/historic/

comm/commiss.htm 

In-kind repairs of roofing, windows, siding 

or trim of $100 or more require a Level-1 

certificate.  More substantial repairs, additions 

or alterations may be classified as a Level-2 or 

Level-3 certificate.  Historic Zoning staff Ann 

Bennett can help you with any questions.  

Contact Ann at 215-2500.  Or, contact your 

neighborhood representative, James Pierce, at                       

jpierce111@bellsouth.net or 546-0509. 

Holiday Tour House #2 

410 Oklahoma 

The Beene House 

Holiday Tour House #1 

1404 Kenyon 

The Hughes House 

Holiday Tour House #6 

218 E. Scott 

The Rosenberg House 

http://www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/plansreview/building.asp
http://www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/plansreview/building.asp
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm

