
 

 

Old North 

News 
The News May Be Old, But So is Our Neighborhood 

Historic  
Old North Knoxville 

Newsletter  
 

Volume 12, Number 2 
 

www.oldnorthknoxville.org 

IN  THIS  ISSUE 
 

Holiday Home Tour……………1 

President’s Column……………..2 

Welcoming Committee………2 

Meet the Editor………………….2 

ONK Ice Cream Social…………..3 

Knox Heritage Salvage Sale….3 

Going Green...House……………4 

30 Years on Grainger Ave…….5 

Calendar……………………………6 

August/September  

2010 

It's so HOT! HOT! HOT!...let's 

think about winter!  And more 

specifically, let's think about 

December!  Just four months away, 

our 22nd Annual Holiday Home 

Tour will certainly offer much cooler 

weather.  The success of this popular 

winter neighborhood showcase 

depends on YOU!  That's right 

YOU!   

The Home Tour Committee is 

seeking 10 homes, big or small, to 

showcase the architectural variety of 

ONK.  If you are interested in showing your home during the 2010 tour, call Lauren 

Rider.  This year we are focusing on homes within the Broadway/Central/Woodland area 

of ONK (we'll return to Grainger, 4th Ave, Leonard, Overton and E. Glenwood in 2011).   

       Volunteers to work on planning 

related to the tour are needed and 

important. Proceeds from the tour funds 

ONK  activities and showcases our 

neighborhood as one of the best places 

to live in 

Knoxville! 

      We welcome 

new committee 

members to work 

on:  Promotional 

materials, 

calendar ad sales, 

coordinating volunteers and many other activities. If you would like 

to volunteer to work on an aspect of tour planning, contact Lauren 

Rider at laurenellent@yahoo.com or 524-4267.   
 

2010 Holiday Home Tour – December 4th& 5th 
 

Contact: Lauren Rider, Tour Chairperson (865) 524-4267 for more 

information about volunteering your home or your time. E-mail 

Lauren at laurenellent@yahoo.com. 

Which Houses Will Be on the  

 2010 ONK Holiday Home Tour? 
By Lauren Rider 

mailto:laurenellent@yahoo.com
mailto:laurenellent@yahoo.com
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New ONK Editor 
By Martha Andrus 
 

When ONK put out a call for 

a newsletter editor, I answered, 

not only because I’m responsible 

for a newsletter at work, but also 

because I love the friendly feel of 

this neighborhood.  

My husband, Jesse, and I 

became residents of E. Glenwood 

Avenue in 2007. This is our first 

time living in a historic 

neighborhood, and so far, it has 

been great.  

I am looking forward to 

serving as your newsletter editor. 

If you have any suggestions for 

articles or would like to submit an 

article, please email me at 

mlhandrus@bellsouth.net.  

Welcoming Committee 
By Meryl Keegan   

Hello, neighbors! For those of you who don't know 

me, I am Meryl Keegan, and I have recently been 

appointed to the Welcoming Committee. I have called 

ONK home for over 5 years now and am excited to let all 

new-comers know about our awesome  neighborhood. 

The welcoming committee compiles ONK information 

such as meetings, listserv instructions, design guidelines, 

and Lauren's contact information, then delivers to the 

new neighbors while introducing ourselves. 

If you have moved to ONK in the past few years and 

recently found a basket on your porch, that was me. If 

you recently moved here and didn't get such, please 

contact me. So far I am a committee of one, so if anyone 

would like to help me put together our welcoming 

baskets or help pass them out, I would very much 

welcome the help and company. Otherwise, if you could 

all keep an eye out for new neighbors and contact me 

with their address, I would really appreciate it. I can be 

reached at merylkeegan@yahoo.com. 

President's Column 
By Lauren Rider, President 
 

It has been a busy and amazingly hot summer since our last 

newsletter.  Neighbors had the chance to socialize at several ONK 

events.  At our June potluck, a KUB speaker provided information on 

Home Energy Evaluations and tips to make a home more energy 

efficient.  KUB provides free kits on home energy-use reduction and     

in-home evaluations for a fee.  The July potluck featured a KPD 

detective sharing crime prevention tips for home and personal safety.  I appreciated Detective 

Bobo's insightful tips, delivered with sense of humor. KPD's Safety Education Unit,             

215-8633, can provide you with a home evaluation for crime prevention as well as 

information on other safety issues.   

The June Ice Cream Social was a wonderful and fun event.  For those not able to join in, I 

hope you will be able to come to the June 2011 event.  Even if you're not an ice cream 

connoisseur, there is usually fruit or another snack to be enjoyed. 

On another less positive note, I am sad to report that on Tuesday, April 13th, a house in 

Old North Knoxville suffered severe damage from a kitchen fire. Landlord Russ Davidson has 

been working since then to repair the damage at 1239 Armstrong.  Mr. Davidson has 

collaborated with Historic Zoning Staff and the Commission regarding repair plans for the 

structure.  I believe re-construction will be done fairly quickly. The house is a 1910 Craftsman 

with large, square porch columns, a full front porch and a second story shed dormer.  It is 

believed to have remained a single family home until is was divided into several apartments 

prior to the 1982 World's Fair.  Prior to the fire, it had three apartments.   

Quick response from the Baxter Ave. Fire Department helped get the fire under control 

and minimized damage.  A great thanks is owed to the neighbors that called 9-1-1. Young 

neighbor Hayden, who lived next door, let his mom know that he saw smoke outside. 

Hayden's insistence led his mom to make that quick emergency call.  We owe a great thanks 

to him for speaking up.  Thankfully, no one was harmed and the three tenants living in the 

house were able to salvage some of their belongings.  All three had to find a new place to live 

immediately.   

This fire should make us all think about our own safety and that of our homes. According 

to Knoxville Fire Department's website, most fires occur at night.  A smoke detector is the 

best way to save lives, providing a critical alert.   

For more information on fire safety tips, prevention information, smoke detector 

installation and instruction, contact the KFD at 595-4672, http://www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/kfd/. 

Webmaster: Doug McDaniel 
Editor: Martha Andrus 

Emergency        911 
 

Non-Emergency         215-4010 
 

City Services       311 
 

Codes Enforcement   215-2130 
 

Neighborhood Watch:  Pete 
Creel, rscreel@bellsouth.net 
 

Trash Pickup:  Friday AM 

Good to Know 

Keep up with ONK news at: 
www.oldnorthknoxville.org 
 

Join our yahoo group:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
ONK/ 
 

Facebook:  
Old North Knoxville 
 

Historic District:  
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=77797179658 

ONK Board of Directors 
 

Term Ending 2010 
James Pierce, Historic  
    Preservation 
Ray Abbas 
Jane Barton 
Mary Ireland 
Janice Lewis 
Dodi Payne - First VP 
Jerry Rivers 
 

Term Ending 2011 
Cathy Shuck - Treasurer 
Kim Davis 
Marvin Payne 
Andy Anderson 
Jonathan Ball 
Jeremy Jennings 
Cynthia Runyon - Second VP 
 

Term Ending 2012 
Sean Bolen 
Nancy Hugh - Secretary 
Laurence Eaton 
Chester Kilgore 
Lauren Rider - President 
Ernie Roberts 
Daniel Schuh 

mailto:merylkeegan@yahoo.com
http://www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/kfd/
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ONK/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ONK/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=77797179658
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=77797179658
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Architectural Salvage Sales: Preserve Historic 

Materials and Support Knox Heritage 
 

Most likely if you're a historic homeowner in Old North Knoxville, you are constantly 

on the look-out for affordable ways to refurbish your home. If so, be sure to check out Knox 

Heritage's Architectural Salvage inventory, located in your neighborhood! Even if you're 

not a historic homeowner, you can give new life to an old item and, at the same time, help 

Knox Heritage. 

Architectural salvage is any part of a historic structure that has been removed from its 

original application. Of course, it is ideal to keep historic structures and their finishes intact, 

but, unfortunately, this is not always possible. Knox Heritage offers a compromise that 

preserves historic details and provides use for old materials such as doors, trim, porcelain sinks, 

decorative windows, light fixtures, hardware, and much more, thus saving them from the 

landfill. 

       The Knox Heritage Salvage Room is located in the 

Carriage House at 1300 N. Broadway and is open 

without an appointment the second Saturday of each 

month and on the Friday directly preceding the 

Saturday sale from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. To make an 

appointment during the week to see the inventory or to 

make a possible donation, contact Beth Meadows at 

beth@knoxheritage.org or 523-8008. Please visit 

www.knoxheritage.org for more information.  

14th Annual Ice Cream  

Social & Political Mixer 
By Lauren Rider 
 

At 6:30 p.m. on June 10th, a crowd of ONK 

Neighbors gathered in the Old North Knoxville Park, on 

E. Oklahoma Avenue.  Ice cream lovers both young and 

old enjoyed a sampling of Mayfield ice cream flavors 

including chocolate, vanilla, strawberry and blueberry 

cream pie.  Toppings included homemade caramel, 

sprinkles and fresh berries. 

We also welcomed KPD officers and KFD firemen 

at the ice cream social.  The local Baxter Avenue 

Firemen brought over two different fire trucks for 

children to inspect and appreciate.  One truck was a 

vintage 1970's engine still in service! 

Children enjoyed playing on the slide and swings, 

while adult neighbors had the chance to talk one-on-one 

with several city and county politicians.  The ice cream 

social is a great chance to bend the ear of local policy 

makers! 

The ice cream 

social was so much 

fun, we can't wait 

to see you all again 

in June, 2011! 

Wesley and Ted, 

neighbors on 

Oklahoma Ave, 

enjoy their ice 

cream at the 

social. 

Chris, Jessica and Treva 

Barker enjoy their 

neighborhood  

get-together. 

A large crowd 

of neighbors 

gathers for ice 

cream. 

Jeremy Jennings, 

Cynthia Runyan, 

Jerry Rivers,  

Kristina Marcus-

Phelps and 

others enjoy a 

lively discussion. 

mailto:beth@knoxheritage.org
http://www.knoxheritage.org
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Going Green….House 
 By Cheryl Ball 

 

Neighbor Jonathan Ball got 

creative with a project for his wife, 

Cheryl, this spring.  He crafted an 

originally designed greenhouse out of 

old windows he found at the Habitat 

for Humanity Re-Store on 

Washington Avenue.  The store was 

anxious to be rid of the wooden 

windows, and threw in a number of 

double pane replacements that did not 

have the wood casing.  

The windows were in very good shape and 

were about 12 different sizes.  “The challenge was 

to create a design that was square with so many 

different sizes of windows,” says Jonathan.  After a 

lot of measuring and figuring, they built each panel 

inside their basement starting with the two roof 

panels first.  Jonathan was even able to craft a door 

out of two of the windows.  The project was 

assembled outside in the garden. 

The couple had decided to turn what had been 

a large driveway/parking area into a garden and 

now 70% of their back yard is garden space.  The 

greenhouse was made from recycled windows that 

did not end up going 

to a landfill, the brick 

pathway was formed 

from uncovered 

treasures in the 

couple’s back yard 

and the shelves were 

made from recycled pallets.  “I 

enjoy gardening and am so 

excited to try my hand in the 

greenhouse this fall and 

winter,” Cheryl said.  

The DIY network got wind of 

Jonathan’s creation and filmed 

a spot with the couple that is 

expected to air on “This New 

House” in early September.  “I 

just love my greenhouse and it 

is even more special because it 

represents my husband’s 

creativity,” says Cheryl. 

      The Ball’s 

have lived at 121 

E. Glenwood 

Avenue, across 

from the 

Brownlow Lofts, 

for three years 

and say they 

really love the 

area. Jonathan is a 

contractor and 

works on all types 

of construction, 

improvements, 

historic renovations and outdoor spaces. Cheryl is 

an independent marketing communications 

consultant.  

Left: New back yard 

with completed 

greenhouse and 

garden. 

Top: Back Yard 

before excavation. 

Second Down: 

Cleared back yard. 

Above: Top Soil ready to spread. 

Above: Roof going up. 

Above: Completed 

greenhouse. 
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30 Years of Change On  

Grainger Avenue 
By Chet Kilgore 

 

Christmas 1979 found me back home in Knoxville, from 

NYC, to visit family. My ten year contract in NY was expiring, 

and I was coming home. Sooner than I expected actually. 

Visiting friends took me to see other old friends who had 

"bought an old house and were fixing it up". That house was 

1414 Grainger, and we had a nice visit, the highlight of which 

was peering at the ground through the joists in the bathroom 

floor.  Driving back to Broadway, I saw the most perfect house 

I had ever seen, and it was for sale.  It was 1319 Grainger 

Avenue, where I have now lived happily for the past 30 

years.  Fill in the blanks between Christmas & Memorial Day, 

and I was in residence.  

One day, I woke up and 

took a good look around and 

was not too happy with what I 

saw.  There was a "house" 

operating across the street with 

male "clients" coming and going 

all day long while the men of the 

house were gone, with diapered 

babies running about in the 

yard.  Actually, there was no 

yard, cars were always parked 

any which way in the mud and 

dirt.  There was a “trouble” 

house at 1400 to which KPD 

responded frequently, which 

once had a  hostage situation 

ending with a death. Knoxville 

friends told me to just sell and 

move to Sequoyah Hills, but I said no, I would not leave.  I 

loved my house. I went looking for, and found, the 

neighborhood organization which was named Brownlow. It 

covered the area enclosed by Broadway, Cecil, Sixth, and E. 

Glenwood.  There were others there who were determined to 

stay and so we began to knock on doors to find more folks who 

wanted the same thing. What we all wanted was a safe, decent, 

clean and attractive place to live, just like Sequoyah Hills, but 

from another time and culture.  

During the next ten years, I was not only able to buy two 

more houses, I helped others buy houses and also promoted the 

neighborhood.  I had many cocktail parties to get people over 

here to see what was going on.  Kristopher Kendrick, who was 

promoting his Old City revitalization at that time, was kind 

enough to bring (in his limousine) people to see how we were 

bringing a neighborhood back to life, and meet like minded 

folks.  Although, some would not come after dark.   

By 1990, the improvements were evident, but we had 

stalled at getting more folks to buy in with us. We were 

successful in stopping the construction of a 12 unit apartment 

house in the 1300 block of Grainger and also able to stop a 

medical office building from being built at the Broadway end  

of Leonard Place. The Brownlow Community promoted and 

received from the city a little pocket park at the dead end of 

Pratt Street. We also worked with Fourth & Gill and Old North 

Knoxville in building a playground at Brownlow School. 

Brownlow worked with ONK to get most of the neighborhood 

down zoned to R-1A, which is a much less intensive use and 

more suitable for owner occupancy.  We had some losses, 

mostly houses demolished to make way for the afore mentioned 

apartments and medical offices, and a couple of fire losses, as 

well.  I was serving as President of The Brownlow Community, 

and we decided to see if we could not have a larger, stronger 

voice by joining with either Fourth & Gill or ONK to make us 

all stronger. Brownlow voted to join with ONK as the ONK 

mission (as stated at the time) most closely mirrored ours in 

scope and intent.  The ONK Board of Directors also voted to 

join with the Brownlow Community, and the two became one 

under the name of Old North Knoxville.  

The merger of the two organizations was a shot in the arm 

for both, and we began working with new resolve to get an 

Historic Overlay over our, now 

combined, neighborhood.  In 

1992, we were successful in 

getting H-1 Overlay on well over 

half of the residential areas within 

our borders, including the 1300 

and 1400  blocks of Grainger.  

That success was just what we 

needed, and more and more 

people could now see that their 

investment in a home in the H-1 

overlay on Grainger would not be 

undermined by others on the 

block. They could see that, since 

everyone now followed the same 

guidelines, the neighborhood 

would either stay the same or just 

get better and better, but it would 

never get worse!  

       The 1990's stabilized ONK and Grainger Avenue and 

allowed for the often slow, but still deliberate, revitalization of 

the neighborhood. There were fewer houses which had been 

split into apartments.  More home owners were living on 

Grainger than were renters, (although I hope that we will always 

maintain some portion of that healthy mix and diversity). There 

was only occasionally some sort of problem activity by 

residents in the late 1990's, but, since the street had improved so 

much, the landlords kicked the problem tenants out, and easily 

found better tenants.  Even the rental property on Grainger was 

improving.  

The late 1990's and early 2000's brought refinements and 

amenities such as the First Creek Park and Greenway, thanks to 

Mayor Ashe, and traffic calming devices to slow traffic to make 

Grainger Avenue a safer place to live and visit.   

The 2000's also brought two new houses to Grainger, built 

under the H-1 Guidelines, to replace houses which had been 

bulldozed for the aborted apartment house.  The new houses fit 

in with the original houses so well, that unless you really look, 

they seem to be the same vintage as the other houses on the 

block. Like I said, it only gets better.                              

            Continued on page 6 

1319 Grainger Avenue 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Sept. 13, 6:30PM 

ONK Potluck, St. James Episcopal 

1101 N. Broadway (enter rear of 

fellowship hall off Folsom) 

 

Sept. 7 & Oct. 4, 7:00PM 
ONK Board of Directors meeting 

1319 Grainger Ave.  

All Neighbors Welcome! 

 

Thursday, Sept. 16th  
Application Deadline-  

Historic Zoning Commission 

(Meeting: Sept. 2nd, 2010) 

 

Historic Zoning Commission, 

Knoxville Metropolitan Planning 

Commission 
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/

comm/commiss.htm 

 

ONK Design Guidelines: http://

www.oldnorthknoxville.org/

design_guidelines.pdf 

30 Years of Change On Grainger Avenue 
continued from page 5 
By Chet Kilgore 

 

The 2000's have also brought the great gift of more families moving in and 

beginning, once again, to raise their families here.  Let's hope they bring some 

dedication to their neighborhood as well, as there are still things which need doing, and 

we will not survive if we do not all pitch in as we have done over the past three 

decades.  Grainger will continue to improve, along with ONK as a whole, but we 

residents must be proactive. Grainger Avenue has a strong history of working for what 

we get, and that is necessary to continue our revitalization.        

At this writing in 2010, I have had the pleasure of living and being an active part of 

the rebirth of Grainger Avenue over the past 30 years, and am proud of the progress we 

have all caused to happen together. Almost every house is nicely painted and cared for, 

no one is dealing anything illegal or having "gentlemen callers" or parking in their yards 

or causing a disturbance, except of the occasional overly barky dog left out too long 

variety.  There has not been any real violence on Grainger Avenue that I know of in over 

15 years, and although we still have our problem spots here and there, we are, at last, 

that nice neighborhood everyone wants to live in.   

Oh, it is not all peaches and cream, we do still have the street people who wonder or 

stagger through, and we get hit up for change from time to time when we are working in 

our yards, but I do not think that behavior is unique to Grainger Avenue, it's everywhere. 

We have a few houses still in need of someone to love them and bring them back to their 

respectable place on the street.  I have not regretted a single minute of the past 30 years 

of improvement on my street, and I can rest happy knowing that what we have done has 

made Grainger Avenue, ONK and Knoxville a much better place. 

http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic/comm/commiss.htm
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf
http://www.oldnorthknoxville.org/design_guidelines.pdf

